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St Dyfrig’s Parish Advisory Council 

Tuesday 11th February 2020 

Present: Chair – Roy Mayo (RM), Minutes - Roland Fletcher (RF), President - Fr Allan Davies-Hale 
(Fr A), Sue Cleary (SC), Andy Viney (AV), Lesley Hughes (LH), Jay Peiris (JP) and Mark 
Sullivan (MS) 

 

 Action 

1. Opening Prayer 

The Opening Prayer was delivered by LH 

 

2. Apologies 

Allan Reeves 

Liz Mayo 

 

3. Action Points (from previous meeting) 
 

1.3  LH and SC confirmed the leaflets in Welsh are now available. 

1.4.  RM confirmed that Trefest Event went well. 

1.5. RF confirmed the photographs are being updated for the parish directory. 

1.6. RF discussed the updating of the parish directory.  A draft of the updated 
version was circulated by email amongst the PAC. SC identified some email 
addresses needed to be amended and brought these to RF’s attention.  RF 
will place a notice in the newsletter and ask for any last-minute alterations or 
for any additional inclusions. 

3. No feedback was received from parishioners on the Masses for Christmas. 

7. SC informed the meeting that a parishioner had discussed whether St 
Dyfrig’s may be included in a local newspaper.  SC explained she discussed 
the matter with Fr. A who agreed.  SC passed the action point back to the 
parishioner. 

7. AV discussed the new signage for the Church.  AV explained he is 
discussing the matter with the architect and it will have to go out to tender. 

7. SC informed the meeting that we have been awarded a small grant of 
£176.74p from Taff Ely.  Five tables were purchased for the Annex with the 
grant money.  SC explained she is currently dealing with a grant that will be 
applied for in August. 
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4. Spiritual Life of the Church 

Fr. A explained the position due to the Church having to be closed.  Fr. A 
informed the meeting that he is mindful of events in his diary and 
activities/services that will naturally arise. Fr. A explained that these services will 
need to be considered as we know more about the on-going restoration of the 
Church.  Fr. A explained how the closing of the Church has disrupted the on-
going services and celebrations but this is unavoidable. 
 
AV discussed the decorating of the Church as part of phase 1a.  AV explained 
that he had discussed with the architect the decorating of the Church.  The 
colours were discussed by the PAC.  AV explained the type of paint(s) that will 
need to be used; they need to be suitable for the use in the Church.  Fr. A 
provided the PAC with a photograph of the interior of a Church and the way it 
had been decorated.  This was discussed by the PAC.   AV informed the meeting 
that he had discussed Fr. A’s suggestions with the architect.  AV will provide 
further information on decorating as and when it arises. 

 
5. Defibrillator 

 
SC informed the meeting that the defibrillator is now up and working.  SC 
explained that you will need to call 999 and explain your location and that you 
need the access code.  They will then give you the code and send a first 
responder.  SC informed the meeting that posters have been prepared and they 
will be distributed in the vicinity, such as in Domino’s Pizza.  SC informed the 
meeting that we are allocated ‘free’ training session on how to use the defibrillator.   
 
SC informed the PAC meeting that Treforest senior citizens are undertaking basic 
first aid training.  The defibrillator will form part of this training. 
 
SC will arrange a training session with Welsh Hearts for the Parish. 
 
 

6. Progress Report HLF project and finance 
 
SC explained the position regarding the Heritage project.  Heritage have 
suggested we ask for an extension to ensure the Community Outcomes will be 
achieved.  SC informed the meeting that SC and LM will be meeting with the rest 
of the Heritage Project Group on the 12th Feb to discuss the Oral Project.  SC 
updated the meeting on the student engagement and progress they are making.  
SC explained that the students need to complete their part in the project by April 
3rd 2020. SC, LH and the rest of the Project Group will meet with the students 
next week.  LH outlined the academic year for the students and their engagement.  
SC informed the meeting that parishioners have been identified.  Additional 
parishioners are prepared to be involved.  These parishioners will be approached 
at a later date in order to include them.   
 
SC discussed aspects of the history project such as migration and the impact on 
the parish. 
 
SC informed the PAC that transcript and recording equipment has been 
purchased.  LM has agreed to be the contact person for HLF.  This will ensure 
there is a lead name.  LH discussed the management of the finance and how it is 
progressing with the purchase of the equipment. 
 
AV explained he emailed Andrew Hoey but has not, yet, received a reply.  AV has 
forwarded information on the VAT.  AV provided an overview on how the finances 
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are being managed.  AV explained how the additional work is now being funded 
and how these funds are being used as part of the parish repairs.  AV outlined 
the specific work being carried out inside the Church.  AV explained that the 
architect has been consulted and is involved with the development of this work. 
 
AV informed the meeting that additional work outside the Church is also being 
undertaken.  AV outlined this work and explained why it is being undertaken and 
discussed the associated costs.  AV explained the administration process and 
how it will be carried out.  AV explained how the contingencies may be used and 
how they will be dealt with as part of work being undertaken at the parish.  AV will 
provide a further update at the next PAC meeting. 
 

7. Health and Safety 
 

RF discussed the health and safety report provided by the Health and Safety 
representative for the parish.  RF explained that the majority of the work is now 
being undertaken.  This is also reflected in the Health and Safety report that was 
presented at the meeting.   

AV informed the meeting that there is a leak in the presbytery roof.  AV will 
follow this up. 

 
8. Community Facilities Programme Grant Application 

 
RM explained that this is a 5 phase-plan.  RM outlined the approach being 
undertaken by the team.  RM informed the meeting that an application for funding 
(grant) is being submitted for £25000.  This will be for some new windows and 
doors in the hall.  RM explained the different levels of funding available and, at 
this juncture the lower end will be applied for in the first instance. AV developed 
these points and explained the rationale behind applying for the smaller grant and 
how this will work with additional grants that may be applied for at later dates. 
 
RM explained that Owen Collins suggested we get involved with the Foodbank 
and how this may meet community objectives and support the local community.  
This approach will also link with any grant funding that takes place in the near 
future.  The Welsh Assembly have a policy which supports foodbanks being set-
up.  RM explained how this operates by providing some examples.  AV explained 
that there are now food clubs (not just foodbanks).  SC explained there are criteria 
that everyone must meet in order to use the food club.  RF explained this is a 
scoping exercise at this point and further information will be provided.  RM will 
send MS and the rest of the PAC additional information.   
 

9. Eucharistic Ministers 
 

SC explained to the meeting that some parishioners had concern over the 
shortage for eucharistic ministers at Mass on Saturday.  Fr. A informed the 
meeting there may be 2 additional eucharistic ministers appointed.   

SC also explained that some parishioners had concern over the outbreak of 
Coronavirus.  These concerns related to the use of the Chalice at Mass and 
possible contamination.   
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RF asked whether there is a policy introduced by the Archdiocese on how to deal 
with the matter.  Fr. A explained no specific policy but there has been information 
from Jim Barnaville who has issued guidelines.  RF will email Neil (health and 
safety) to check whether there has been any guidance provided by the 
Archdiocese. 

 

10. Parishioner suggestions and questions 
 

No specific suggestions or questions but please see earlier discussion, above. 

 

11. A.O.B. 
 

RM discussed the use of DBS forms for eucharistic ministers.  RM explained that 
some of the eucharistic ministers had concerns over applying for DBS.  RM 
informed the meeting that the concerns related to the role of the eucharistic 
ministers who do not deal with vulnerable people.  RM will discuss the matter with 
Maggie White. 

Fr. A explained that there is the possibility of two new eucharistic ministers (see 
earlier point under this heading) 

The setting up and clearing away of chairs on Monday and Saturday was 
discussed.  Support is needed to set-up the hall in readiness for the Saturday and 
Sunday Masses.  The setting-up takes place on Saturday morning at 10.30.  
Support is then needed to put the chairs and other items away on Monday 
morning at 10.15.  minutes Fr. A had informed parishioners at the end of Mass on 
Saturday evening and Sunday morning, last week of these arrangements. 

 
12. Date for next Meeting 

 
Tuesday 5th May 2020 at 7pm. 

 

13. Closing Prayer 
 

SC delivered prayer. 
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