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St Dyfrig’s Parish Advisory Council 

Wednesday 9th September 2020 (7pm Zoom meeting) 

Present: Chair – Roland Fletcher (RF), Roy Mayo (RM), President - Fr Allan Davies-Hale (Fr A), 

Sue Cleary (SC), Andy Viney (AV) minutes, Lesley Hughes (LH), Liz Mayo (LM), Allan Reeves (AR), 

Jay Peiris (JP). 

 

Minutes Action 

1. Opening Prayer 

The Opening Prayer was delivered by AV 

2. Apologies     None 

3. Action Points (from previous meeting) 

 

1.6 Parish Directory. This is now available on the Parish Website. Owen 

Collins has requested a copy.  Roland will send a copy to Owen. 

7. The presbytery roof is still in need of attention. (post meeting note: We 

have been notified by Neil Spiller that all gutters and flat roofs require regular 

inspections, This will require access to high level so Contractor will be 

engaged to do this and undertake any clearance and repairs at the same 

time.) 

13. GPDR. Notices have been posted advising that live streaming equipment 

is now in operation. 

 

4. Spiritual Life of the Church  

1. 1st Holy Communion. The normal process was progressing well but came to 

a halt with the lockdown requirements. Discussions are being held with the 

school to see if it can be continued by Zoom or similar. 

2. Confirmation has been postponed until next year. 

3. RCIA. There were 5 People due to be Baptised but of course this could not 

happen due to Cancellation of all Services. Subsequently 2 have dropped out 

1 wants to do the course again leaving 2 to be Baptised when conditions 

permit. At the moment it is not possible to arrange further sessions. 

4. Currently Mass is being held on Sundays (using booking system) and 

Wednesdays (approx. 20 attending so no booking system required). To save 

on cleaning private prayer has been discontinued whilst Masses are being 

held. Local lockdowns could change this at short notice. 

5. The Year of The Word is to be extended into 2021. 

6. Baptisms can take place subject to social distancing and attendance rules. 

Preparation however is a problem due to having to work within social 

distancing guidelines. 
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7. Kate Duffin is arranging a Liturgy Group Meeting. Christmas Masses are likely 

to be restricted and Vigil Mass will not be held in either Church. The Liturgy 

group are preparing a package for Families to use during this time. 

 

5. Booking a place at Mass  
 

1. Mass booking system. Bookings should be made within the times stipulated 
and there have been instances of persons trying to book at other times. Some 
people don’t have access to the internet to get information on how to book. 

2. There have been some issues in managing the attendance which need 
addressing. Some returning students had come without booking and had to 
be turned away, whilst some parishioners arrived late. It should be made clear 
that a late arrival may result in seat being allocated to someone else. 

3. In these times of social distancing Children cannot be allowed to leave their 
Families allocated seating area. 

4.  It was agreed that these basic rules should be written down and explained at 
time of booking 

 
6. Cost of Cleaning the Church 

 
1. There was concern at the costs associated with the cleaning products 

required to clean the Church after Mass to comply with COVID safety 
standards. The cost of the initial batch of PPE and sprays was £400 spread 
between the 2 parishes. 

2. It may be possible to source cheaper products but sprays must include 80% 
alcohol. 

3. It was noted however that if the building is not used for 72 hours COVID is not 
required. 

 
7. Heritage Fund Project 
 

1. Whilst the project ran well and on programme for 15 months the final elements 
of the Heritage work could not be completed due to the restrictions imposed 
to deal with COVID.  

2. It has also been difficult getting information from the HLF on how to proceed 
but indications are that the final report should be prepared to cover the 
elements that have been completed. This should result in the release of the 
final payment. 

3. The construction element was completed and most invoices have been 
received and paid. Allowance has been made for the small number of 
outstanding invoices. Copies of invoices are forwarded to the Finance office 
for VAT reclaim and a check will be carried out to ensure that all have been 
sent and in due course that the rebates are credited to Parish Account. 

4. Martin Buckridge who has recently commenced work as Fund Raising Officer 
for the Diocese has offered to assist with finalising report. 
 

8. Staying Together While apart Grant. 
 

It was confirmed that the application had been prepared and submitted. We 
await feedback from Archdiocese on whether the application was successful. 
 
Post meeting Note: The application was successful and an award of £9250 
was granted by the Archdioceses Office.  A laser printer has been purchased 
and supporting materials.  The project is up and running.  A number of notices 
have been placed in the Parish newsletter explaining the purpose of the grant.   
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9. People and Places Grant. 
 

The Hall group in conjunction with Owen Collins and the new Diocese team 

will be seeking a match funding from the NL People and Places Grant scheme 

to bolster the Grant already obtained from the Welsh Government.  

As required by the both grant schemes Tenders have been sent out for repairs 

to the front elevation of the hall detailed in a scope of works prepared by our 

Architect for the project. Planning and Faculty permissions are also required 

and these have been applied for. WG grant will be released once tender report 

and planning permission are submitted. 

The People and Places Application entitled a Fresh Start for our Community 

is being prepared and will be submitted as soon as possible. 

It was also noted that unlike works on the Church all works to the hall are 

subject to  the current standard rate of VAT at 20% which cannot be 

reclaimed. 

10. Health & Safety 
 

1. With works on the hall imminent efforts are required to reduce the amount of 

jumble stored. Re-opening after covid will require inspections and review of 

current facilities meeting with Neil Spiller to be arranged. 

2. A copy of most recent H & S inspection is attached. 

 
11. AOB  

 
1. The Archdiocese Trustees have confirmed agreement with decision to sell the 

property in Treherbert and it is to be placed in the hands of the local estate 
agent. The Archdiocese Solicitor will be dealing with matters and has 
confirmed that insurance will be paid. 

 
 
12. Date for next Meeting 
 

A date will be circulated to members of the PAC when some of the issues 

relating to the current pandemic situation are clearer. 

Roy will deliver the opening prayer 

Roland will take the minutes.  Mark was on the rota to take the minutes but 

has stepped down from his role with the PAC.  Roland will undertake Mark’s 

slots on the rota.  A copy of the updated rota is attached.  Meetings one and 

two have taken place.  The next meeting on the rota is meeting 3. 

Andy will deliver the closing prayer 

 

13. Closing Prayer 
LH delivered a closing prayer 
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PAC Rota  
 

Meeting Number Minutes Opening Prayer Closing Prayer 
 

One Sue Andy Fr.Allan 
Two Andy Sue Lesley 

Three Roland Roy Andy 
Four Lesley Roland Jay 
Five Roy Jay Roland 

Six Jay Fr.Allan Roy 
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