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St Dyfrig’s Parish Advisory Council 

Thursday 26th November 2020 via Zoom 

Present: Chair – Roy Mayo (RM), Minutes - Roland Fletcher (RF), President - Fr Allan 

Davies-Hale (Fr A), Sue Cleary (SC), Liz Mayo (LM), Andy Viney (AV), Lesley 

Hughes (LH), Jay Peiris (JP) and Allan Reeves (AR) 

 

 Action 

1. Opening Prayer 

The Opening Prayer was delivered by RM 

2. Apologies 

No Apologies.  All members present. 

3. Action Points (from previous meeting) 
 

1.6    RF confirmed he has sent an electronic version of the Parish 
Directory to Owen Collins as requested.   

7.  This item (presbytery roof) is on the agenda and will be developed 
during the meeting. 

13 RF had drafted the GPDR Notices and SC had printed off, laminated 
the notices and posted them at the entrance to the Church and at the 
entrance to the main section of the Church via the Narthex.  A copy is 
also placed on the front door of the Church. 

5.4 RF confirmed that a notice had been placed in the newsletter 
dealing with booking a space at Mass and additional information for 
parishioners.  RF informed the meeting that students were still turning 
up without booking a place.  There are only a small number turning up 
and they are provided with details on how to book a place.   

6.2 Fr.A informed the PAC that the cleaning costs for the Church are 
not as bad as it was at the beginning of the government restrictions.  
There are currently two orders for disinfection materials and the stock 
is looking good.  An order has been made for additional disposable 
gloves and face masks. 

4. Spiritual Life of the Church during Covid-19 

4.1   Fr.A discussed the services for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  
He explained that Christmas Eve is on a Thursday and Christmas Day 
is on a Friday.  In order to hold services with a congregation the Church 
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will need to be cleaned after each service.  Cleaning the Church is 
dependent on volunteers.  Having volunteers in place will determine 
whether we can hold these services.  A notice has been placed in the 
newsletter explaining the position.   

4.2  The Christmas Eve service at All Hallows would be at 6pm.  The 
service at St Dyfrig’s would be at 8.30pm.  Music would be allowed at 
these services but no singing would be allowed due to the Government 
restrictions.  We would be allowed to have an organist and the service 
at St Dyfrig’s would be live streamed. The Christmas day service at All 
Hallows would be at 9.15am and at 11am at St Dyfrig’s.     

4.3  Baptismal and confirmation preparation has not been possible due 
to the restrictions on social distancing during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

4.4  Preparing for Christmas - scripture readings by way of preparation.  
Kate Duffin and Alan de Ste Croix are delivering (via Zoom) three 
sessions.  Kate is providing some directed reading prior to the sessions 
which will support with the preparation for each session.  Further details 
are provided in the newsletter.   

4.5  Due to the government restrictions and social distancing measures 
in place normal events in the Church and Hall are not able to go ahead.  
We can have baptisms and weddings in the Church but it is difficult to 
come together and prepare for them. 

 
5. Food Programme  

 
5.1  RM outlined the Archdioceses’ programme dealing with food 
famine.  The project will start on Tuesday 1st Dec 2020.  The Parish will 
need to submit an application by the 8th Dec 2020.  The Parish will then 
be issued with vouchers to the value of £500.  Each voucher is worth 
£10.  RM explained that Schools will be provided with additional 
vouchers.  The vouchers are not restricted in any way and the 
beneficiary is able to decide what to buy.  RM informed the PAC that 
Morrison’s, Sainsbury, Tesco and Asda are participating in the scheme.  
Vouchers may be used in any of these stores but the Parish will need 
to decide which store would be most suitable, such as location and 
access.  There was a unanimous decision that Tesco should be used 
as they have a number of outlets around the locality.   

RM explained that the criteria for distribution of the voucher is based on 
financial hardship.  There has been no prescriptive definition of this 
criteria.  Once the allotted vouchers have been distributed the parish 
may request more.  The Archdiocese of Cardiff’s scheme is providing 
a safe way of offering people relief through food vouchers during the 
pandemic.   
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The funding of this project is from three sources: Barclays Bank; Albert 
Gubay and the National Lottery Community Fund.   Individuals can 
apply for the vouchers online; in person, through the SVP or at the local 
Food bank.   

The management of the vouchers/project is through a designated 
person at the parish.  LH volunteered to be the administrator and deal 
with the project at St Dyfrig’s and will be the sole name of contact.  The 
administration and transparency of the project will be recorded on a 
spreadsheet.  This will show how the vouchers have been allocated 
and the accumulation of funds being allocated and distributed.  The 
spread sheet will be used as a monitoring device.  RM explained that a 
security (electronic) key will be issued/integrated as part of the voucher.  
This will identify the voucher as being used and it will be no longer valid 
once it has been scanned in the shop.    Roy will place a notice in the 
parish newsletter.  

LH asked about providing information for the parish and wider 
community.  For example, members of the parish and to individuals 
who are not part of the parish such as non-faith related individuals?  RM 
explained it is word and mouth.  JP informed the PAC that it is in the 
newspaper today (Western Mail) and advertised in Barclays bank.  SC 
discussed getting the foodbank involved.  Roy will telephone the food 
bank and RM will pass on LH’s contact details.  RM will also place a 
note in the parish newsletter about the project. 

LH discussed the boxes and categories of information that needed to 
be completed on the spreadsheet.  RM explained that this information 
should be completed but understands that it may be difficult to complete 
all boxes/categories requiring specific information.  LM informed the 
PAC that the food bank already implement this approach, such as why 
the person needed the voucher.  RM confirmed he will discuss the 
details with the foodbank.  LH will go through the documentation and 
come back to RM with any queries. 

 
6. Roof and Gutter Inspection 

6.1  AV explained that Neil Spiller (NS), health and safety inspector for 
the parish, has requested the gutters be checked and ensure they are 
not blocked on the buildings for St Dyfrig’s parish.  Also, any flat roof 
on the parish grounds need to be checked as well.  AV has received 
one email with pictures of the hall roof and report on its condition.  In 
summary it is structurally sound and water tight. It does need cleaning 
and a new layer of aggregate applying. AV confirmed that the Church 
and Presbytery gutters are clear as the contractor cleared those that 
were identified as blocked during roof works. Hall Gutters are visually 
clear and no overflowing has been noted during heavy storms.  AV 
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informed the PAC that he has passed on this information to NS by 
email.   

6.2  AV informed the PAC that a previous repair had been undertaken 
to the high level bay window in the Presbytery and was poorly executed. 
AV explained that where mineralised felt had been torched onto the 
front parapet as a flashing there were two or three joints which were 
potentially leaking and these were sealed.  Slates were also replaced 
on the Presbytery roof. However, for the purposes of annual roof 
inspection AV confirmed that flat roofs have been inspected and sealed 
where required. Future work is recommended and Architects or 
specialists will be consulted for long term solutions.  AV will follow-up 
remedial work for the Presbytery.  

6.3  AV discussed concerns relating to the south facing wall of the 
presbytery.  There appears to be damp coming in and this needs to be 
looked at such as the render.  AV informed the PAC that the Hall render 
is not bad.  Stones on the roof protecting the materials from the sun 
need replacing.  A lot of the stone on the roof has been washed off.  
Recommendation is to remove moss and replace stoned.  AV will seek 
quotes for this work(s).  

6.4  Fr.A informed the PAC that the outside of the presbytery will need 
to be painted.  The windows that were replaced a few years ago were 
dipped but not really painted.  The windows will need to be painted 
outside and they have not been painted inside. This work will need to 
be undertaken.  AV explained an inspection for the premises 
(presbytery) will need to be undertaken.  A report will need to be 
produced and any recommendations noted in the report.  This will 
maintain the property and value.  AV will arrange the inspection.  Fr. A 
explained this has not been done in the past due to finances.  This does 
need to be looked at as a matter of urgency. 

7. Hall Grant Work 

7.1  AV provided a spread sheet for the PAC which outlines the Parish’s 
commitments to the Welsh Government as the donor of the grant, 
Community Facilities.  AV informed the PAC that if we are going to meet 
our constraints we need the money in the Bank.  RM and SC confirmed 
there is one more form to be completed and returned and we will then 
have the money deposited in account number 3.  AV discussed the 
details outlined in the spread sheet and how the funds are being 
allocated for the work to be undertaken.  Members of the committee 
discussed the time-frame allocated for this work to be undertaken.  The 
deadline for the work is the 31st March 2020. Martin O’Shay has said 
the grant needs to be spent by the 31st March 2020.  AV discussed this 
point and explained that the work needs to commence but notification 
from an additional grant, People and Places Community Fund, will be 
provided in the new year.  The decision on this grant will be around the 
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20th Jan 2020.  The decision on this grant may allow for additional work 
to be added to the existing work.  This may mean that we need an 
extension on the Welsh Government grant and Martin Buckridge is 
seeking an extension as we would then only have 3 or 4 weeks to 
undertake this work prior to the 31st March 2020.  AV explained to the 
PAC that we need to ensure we do not prejudice the funding with any 
delay.  If we were able to start the work by the 2nd Feb 2020 this would 
allow for a completion date by the 31st March 2020.  AV will update the 
PAC on the notification for an extension or commencing the work with 
a completion date of the no later than the 31st March 2020.   

    8.Payment of Hall Fees 

8.1  AV explained that an invoice for the Hall was paid out of No.2 
account instead of No.3.  This can be rectified.  AV will discuss the 
matter with Mark Sullivan (accountant).    

9. Parish Accounts  

9.1  SC explained that we need separate accounts in order to access 
certain grants.  This is why we need to keep the accounts separate.  
Fr.A explained we have three accounts: Parish account (number 1), 
Church restoration (number 2) and Community Hall (number 3).  The 
Archdiocese have approved the use of these three separate accounts. 

10. Storage of Jumble Sale in the Hall 

10.1  Neil Spiller (NS), the Health and Safety inspector for the Parish 
has provided a report which states: “Significant amounts of jumble and 
clothes now occupy the stage and areas of the main hall. This has 
increased the fire risk due to combustible materials.”  NS emailed the 
PAC chair (RF) stating: “I have highlighted one of the items on the 
report with regard to jumble stored in the hall.  I attach photographs of 
this which appear to show an increase rather than removal.  As 
previously advised, because of the need to produce the Fire Safety 
Plan for the hall (based on the requirements of our insurers) I must 
include it in the report and monitor it accordingly.  Again, it must be 
stressed that if a fire was discovered on the premises and the jumble 
was deemed to have caused acceleration of the flames, then the 
insurers could reduce any pay-out as a result.”  Members of the PAC 
discussed various options and it was agreed that RF would telephone 
the individual who deals with the storage of jumble sale items in the 
hall.   RF would explain the position and ask that the jumble sale items 
be removed due to the points raised by NS. 
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11.1  SC informed the PAC that the project is going well. There has 
been positive feedback.  Parishioners who can’t get out and about are 
maintaining contact with the parish.  SC completes and provides 
regular updates on purchases and associated costs with the project.  
This information is passed to RF as one of the lead names on the 
project.  A rota has been set up for a Friday morning where SC and 
another volunteer meet in the Annex of the Hall.  Social distancing is 
maintained, trace and track is implemented and appropriate cleaning 
materials are used prior to the meeting and after the meeting has 
finished.  This ensures there is compliance with the current 
Government guidelines.  Leigh, from the parish office, prints off the 
address labels and the weekly newsletter.  He also prints off the 
monthly extended newsletter for the outreach groups.  SC and the 
volunteer(s) meet on the Friday and prepare the printed out materials 
for posting.  SC informed the PAC that the numbers using the project 
are increasing.  The majority of letter are posted using the Royal mail 
but some are delivered by hand (posted).  SC has placed a reminder 
note in the newsletter asking for any additional names and address to 
be given to either SC or LH.  The project is funded by the Archdiocese 
grant which has allowed the parish to purchase a laser printer and pay 
for the overheads to run the project; such as printer cartridges, address 
labels, printing paper, envelopes and postage stamps. Postage is the 
most expensive.  There is also a monthly newsletter which goes out to 
the outreach groups: senior citizens of Treforest.  Additional information 
is provided with this monthly newsletter. SC informed the PAC that all 
expenditure is recorded and supported by receipts.  This information is 
passed to LH who is maintaining a record on a spreadsheet.  This 
documentation is essential as the project team will need to complete 
documentation for the Archdiocese at the end of the project.  This 
information will outline the expenditure and provide details of the 
voluntary contributions made by everyone involved in the project.   

12. Heritage Lottery Grant Fund 

12.1   LM provided an overview and explained the support provided 
from Andrew Hoey (AH).  AH has provided the figures dealing with 
funding.  These figures were discussed by the PAC and the final spend 
was outlined by LM.  The figures outlined by LH have been put into the 
lottery Portal.  The automated response has indicated a surplus and 
this will be explored with the Heritage Lottery Fund.  Areas still need to 
be developed and explored prior to the final submission at the end of 
November 2020 such as volunteer time and the associated notional 
costs.  This is detailed as non-cash total time given by volunteers which 
has exceeded the estimated cost that was originally provided. 

12.2  The VAT claims have been passed to Andy Hoey and LM is 
awaiting these figures in readiness for the final submission date.  LH 
informed the PAC there are still some additional VAT claims not yet 
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received.  AV has discussed some of the issues with Martin Buckridge 
(MB) who deals with the Lottery Grant Fund.  AV explained that there 
are still some additional repairs that need to be undertaken.  LM will 
submit the final report to the Heritage Lottery Fund next Monday.  This 
is the final cut-off date.  AV will follow-up further enquiry with MB and 
additional work.  LH will follow-up on the outstanding VAT 
returns/invoices. 

13.  Devise and sale of property 

13.1  RF provided the PAC with an update on the property in Treherbert 
that was bequeathed to the parish of St Dyfrig’s.  The property has been 
valued at £59,000 and a cash offer of £55,000 was made to the 
Archdiocese in mid-October 2020.  This offer has been accepted and 
Susan Lyons the solicitor for the Archdioceses is dealing with the 
matter. 

14.  A.O.B 

14.1  AV reported that there is water was coming in through an ingress 
at high level in the sanctuary.  AV informed the PAC that this is related 
to the lead around the window. There has been an initial investigation 
but nothing was revealed.  Further investigations will take place.  AV 
will speak to Amanda (architect) and sort this out.  Fr.A explained that 
it is getting worse and Amanda (architect) and Taliesin (builders) knew 
about this problem.  AV explained that this was not part of the original 
work.  AV explained they (Taliesin) didn’t work on the stonework in 
question; where the water is coming into the sanctuary.  AV will follow 
this up with Amanda and Taliesin. 

14.2  RF asked about the bequest made from the family of Angela 
Yates.  LH confirmed that the family had given a cheque for £2000 for 
the SVP.   

14.3  JP informed the PAC that a parishioner had contacted him.  The 
parishioner had given a cheque to the Parish and it had not been 
cleared.  Fr.A informed the PAC he has completed the banking and 
asked JP to provide the parishioner’s details outside of this meeting.  
Fr.A will then be able to confirm that the cheque has been deposited. 

14.4  RF informed the PAC that Kate Duffin is doing a sterling job with 
the bookings for the Sunday Mass at St Dyfrig’s.  RF also wanted to 
record the work undertaken by Ali and Mary who clean the Church after 
Mass on Sunday. 

14.5  Members of the PAC thanked Teresa des St Croix for arranging 
the use of Zoom for this meeting and the support she provides. 
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14.6  Fr.A thanked everyone for the work that has been undertaken at 
the Parish and the support provided by everyone during these difficult 
times due to  the Covid-19 pandemic. 

15. Date for next meeting 

15.1  RF explained that he would need to check with Fr.A and find out 
his availability in the new year.  The minutes of the next meeting will be 
taken by LH, opening prayer by RF and the closing prayer by JP.  

16.  Closing prayer 

16.1  The closing prayer was delivered by AV. 
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