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St Dyfrig’s Parish Advisory Council 

Tuesday 13th July 2021 held in the Annex 

Present: Chair – Roland Fletcher (RF), President - Fr Allan Davies-Hale (Fr A), Sue Cleary 
(SC), Liz Mayo (LM), Andy Viney (AV), Lesley Hughes (LH), Alan Reeves (AR) - 
Minutes, SC 

 Action 

1. Opening Prayer 
The Opening Prayer was delivered by AV 
 

2. Apologies - Roy Mayo, Jay Peiris 
 

3. Minutes and Action Points (from previous meeting) 
3. Quinquennial reviews - received and circulated 
4.6 need to follow up on faith development 
5. work on the presbytery – work has been completed on the roof of 
the bay window but it may be necessary to replace the downpipe on 
and as the building is listed, the materials used need to comply with 
regulations. There is also work needed on the coping stones in the 
same area which may solve some historic issues of water ingress. 
8.PPE and hall cleaning - this will be discussed as part of the agenda 
9. Food Vouchers – St Dyfrig’s as part of the project, have distributed 
£1500 of vouchers in the Taff Ely area. These included Salem in 
Church Village, St Michael’s School and Heol Y Celyn school as well 
as various individuals. LH was thanked by the PAC for her work on 
the project. LH responded that it was a privilege to assist those who 
needed help in the area. Disappointment was expressed that certain 
churches did not initially respond to the project as it was felt there was 
a lot of need in Pontypridd and wider areas. 
10. Retrospective funding for a defibrillator -  SC has still not received 
a response despite sending three emails. 
 

4. Spiritual Life of the Church  
a. Confirmation took place in All Hallow’s and went well. This was 

held over from last year and fifteen of our young people were 
confirmed by Fr Allan with another two who will be confirmed 
soon. 

b. First Holy Communion preparation will continue to be delivered 
through Zoom by Teresa De St Croix, Isha Paul and Sian 
Davies, with support from Maggie White and Brenda. The 
catechists will meet with Fr A to develop the programme. 

c. Weddings – couples are starting to contact the Presbytery to 
enquire about dates for their wedding ceremonies 
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d. Vigil Mass – Saturday evening masses have restarted, one 
week in St Dyfrig’s and the other week in All Hallow’s. 
However, due to the present situation, each church must be 
sanitised after mass as it is less than 72 hours before the next 
use. Some areas of cleaning are a bit haphazard and we need 
to tighten up on this. 

e. Issues with numbers attending mass seem to have eased with 
the introduction of the vigil masses but it will continue to be 
monitored. 

f. Since the Confirmation service, one of the candidates has 
tested positive for covid. All the other candidates have been 
informed and appropriate action taken. 
 
 

5. HLF Grant LM provided an update on the response from HLF and our 
perceived underspend/overspend. LM and AH (Andrew Hoey) had 
discussed the issues that have arisen from the VAT reclaims and AH 
has drawn up a response to Emelia (NHLF) from the PAC. Following 
a ‘misunderstanding’ over which elements of VAT could be reclaimed, 
there is a notional overspend of £22,367. However, all volunteers 
involved have said there was NO CLEAR information on any of the 
NLHF forms concerning this ‘misunderstanding’. The following 
suggestions for the solving the issue were put forward                                                    

a. Would it be possible to increase the grant by £22,367 to cover 
the overspend, potentially using COVID communication 
restrictions as reasonable extenuating circumstances? 

b. Would it be possible to apply the original grant percentage of 
28.19% to the actual spend of £268.288, which would increase 
the grant by £7,500 and reduce the overspend by this amount? 

c. Would it be possible to include the additional in-kind 
contributions to increase the grant due and decrease the 
overspend?  

In considering the above suggestions, we would hope that NLHF 
could acknowledge the difficult circumstances in trying to 
administer this grant during the last year, and also the additional 
funds/added value that has been put into this project by the Parish, 
even if it was unintentional. 

The PAC discussed the way forward with the above points. LM has also 
been in touch with David Evans, Owen Collins and Martin Buckridge (from 
the Archdiocese) for further information and support. After discussion, it was 
decided the letter would come from the PAC. 

Fr Allan stated that he has not met two more conscientious PAC members 
(LM and LH) who have worked so diligently on the financial side of the NLHF 
plan and would like to thank them for their continued work on this specific 
part of the project. 
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6. Covid Memorial and Wild Flower Garden and 7. Awards for All 
Grant (including post meeting update from RM) 

a. SC reminded the PAC of general plans for six areas around the 
grounds of the church, presbytery and hall with an update 
provided by Sally Heneghan. SC and Fr A met with Joanne 
from Jenkins & Jenkins (local stonemasons) who provided 
some suggestions for the ‘plaque’ or memorial stone. She will 
get back to SC with a price. Some maintenance work is 
continuing around the planned area as well as the grotto area 
and the overgrown patch at the rear of the annex. The planning 
group for this project have completed an ‘Awards for All’ grant 
application including costs, and are in the process of consulting 
with the relevant staff from the Archdiocese. Once completed 
the response time from the National Lottery is only 12 weeks. If 
we are not awarded the grant, the work could be completed by 
volunteer groups (parishioners, community volunteers, Men’s 
Sheds and Taf Meadow community group) but there would be 
a problem with funding equipment and resources. 

 
 

7. Awards for All (see above) 
 

8. Lottery Consultation Event 
RM has prepared a survey for consultation which is now ready to be 
circulated. ConnectRCT as well as social media sites would be used 
alongside the normal means of consulting with various groups. 
It is hoped to use some of the money from the ‘Meet your Neighbours’ 
grant for a consultation event in the hall when present restrictions are 
lifted. This will be further discussed in the Hall development group 
meeting on the 14th July (via Zoom) 
  

9. Resilience Plan and meeting 
There is a meeting on 8th September to discuss the ‘resilience’ plan 
drawn up from the archdiocese template by St Dyfrig’s. SC and RM 
have worked on the hall section, there is need for input on the church 
section and the presbytery section. Suggest volunteers from the 
heritage group be approached for the church section? Moira Moore, a 
volunteer referred by Gareth Simson, has met with the hall group. She 
is a retired GP Practice manager and has varied experiences in 
financial management, grant applications, group co-ordination and 
community work. RM, SC and AV have already met with her and she 
is aware of the resilience plan for the archdiocese and is keen to work 
with us. 
 
Referring to the three quinquennial reviews, it was noted that all 
buildings still need large amounts of money being spent on them just 
for basic repairs and maintenance and that further plans in line with 
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the resilience plans for all three buildings will need funding on top of 
what is needed for the repairs highlighted in the quinquennial reports. 
RF and RM to attend meeting in September plus those involved in the 
plan from the archdiocese. 
 
 

10. New notice board for the church 
AV has been in discussion with Dragon Signs for a new 
notice/display board for the front of the church. Suggestion of a 
display case type of notice board. It needs to be a flexible design as 
Mass and Service times will need to be changed.  
Dragon Signs can provide a mock up for £50 and final notice board 
will cost £458.  
Request that PAC see designs before final decision is made – 
discussion on colour, how details of time changed etc. 
 

11. Residuary Gift 
Following the sale of the house in Treherbert, documentation shows 
RCT are claiming back £15,000 from an adaptions grant. This is 
because the house was sold within 5 years of the grant being 
awarded. Following other costs and solicitor’s fees, the final total from 
sale of house that will come to St Dyfrig’s is £22,063.80, minus £1000 
for the dog shelter bequest made by the testator, providing a final 
amount of £21,063.80. 
The PAC agreed to accept this final total.  RF to inform Susan Lyons 
and David Evans. 
 

12.  AOB 
a. Water saturation in the church – old photographs show vents in 

the roof to aid ventilation, should these be reinstated as the 
building is a ‘damp building’? AV reported that AN (architect) is 
continuing to monitor the humidity and ventilation inside the 
church and will make recommendations. AV is also collecting 
data from 8 monitors placed around the church and currently 
has 6 months’ worth of data. The church is very humid inside 
the church despite the windows being constantly open. 
Discussion on the type of paint used – semi porous – should 
porous have been used instead? 

b. Congratulations to all the volunteers who have been working 
regularly to deep clean the hall in preparation for community 
use again once present restrictions allow. The grant from 
Interlink for £250 has paid for cleaning resources, PPE and 
other necessary materials. 

c. Pontypridd Foodbank – SC has received a phone call on behalf 
of the food bank who are looking for temporary premises 
required for 30th July. Though sympathetic, the PAC felt the 
current situation in the hall was not practical with ongoing 
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building work in the hall and current Covid restrictions still in 
place. 
 

13. Date of next meeting  
It was provisionally agreed that the next meeting will place on 
Wednesday 22nd September at 11.30am in the annex. 

 
14. Closing Prayer 

The closing prayer was delivered by Fr A. 

 


