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Catholic Faith in Glamorgan  (Revd Gareth Leyshon, November 2011) 
 

I. The Pre-Norman Period  
 

Christianity came to South Wales while Britain was still under 

Roman occupation.  The 6th Century Christian historian, 

Gildas, mentions, in passing, that two Christians named Julius 

and Aaron were martyred at Caerleon at about the same time 

(304 AD) as St Alban was martyred in Verulamium – now the 

town of St Alban’s, Hertfordshire, which bears his name.1 

It is known that Romans continued to occupy Wales until at 

least 383 AD, by which time the Roman Empire had embraced 

Christianity. Records are scarce from the period of Roman 

withdrawal, though it is know that the Briton, St Patrick, 

spread the Christian faith in Ireland during the 5th Century.2 

In continental Europe, the church was organised under the 

leadership of bishops located in cities, each bishop with his 

own clearly defined diocese and a hierarchy of officials. The Celtic-speaking countries had 

virtually no urban centres; the abbot in his monastery was more revered than the bishop in his 

cathedral, with little of the Roman-type bureaucracy. But the differences between Celtic and 

Roman expressions of Christianity were more style than substance. All the central doctrines of 

the Celtic churches, above all the understanding of the Mass as the central act of Christian 

worship, were those of mainstream Christianity. If the Pope's power did not loom large, it was 

not because the Celtic-speaking peoples felt themselves separated from the universal Church. 

Rather was it the result of geographical distance and of the fact that papal claims to sovereignty 

were not yet fully developed.3 

Because of its importance in Roman times, Caerleon (or possibly the nearby Caerwent) was 

recognised as the seat of the senior bishop in Wales. Other churchmen with the rank of bishop 

were not, at first, associated with particular fixed sees. Towards the end of the 5th Century, the 

abbot Dyfrig (Dubricius) became bishop over the territory of Llandaf. When he was later 

promoted to Archbishop of Caerleon, he retained the see of Llandaf and mostly resided there, 

although the two sees remained distinct after his episcopacy.  

  

                                                           
1
 Gildas: De excidio et conquestu britanniae, book 3, chapter 10; the Historical Note published in the Catholic Yearbook for Wales 

favours 257-259 as the likely date of the martyrdom of Julius & Aaron. Statue is that in the church of St Julius and Aaron, 

Newport, Gwent – photograph by Rev Rex Mathias and used by permission. 

2
 Archaeological evidence indicates a late 3

rd
 Century presence of Christians in Caerwent, Gwent, and records suggests that 

Christian worship, and perhaps a bishop, were still present there in the 5
th

 Century: Miranda Aldhouse-Green and Ray Howell 

(eds.), Gwent In Prehistory and Early History: The Gwent County History Vol.1, 2004. 

3
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/themes/guide/ch5_early_christianity_wales.shtml 

http://www.kmatthews.org.uk/history/gildas/gildas3.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/themes/guide/ch5_early_christianity_wales.shtml


 

 

Left: 

Icon of St Dyfrig, left, by 

Aidan Hart, used by 

permission. 

 

Right: 

Statue of St Dyfrig on 

display in the church of 

St Dyfrig, Treforest; 

photo by parishioner 

Bernard Francis. 

 

 

Later, Dyfrig resigned his see in favour of David, and retired to Bardsey Island, where he died, 

possibly on 4 November 522. The same Dyfrig was reputed as a founder of centres of learning, 

notably those at Llancarfan (near Cowbridge), Caerworgorn (now Llanilltud Fawr), and Caerleon.4 

Dyfrig's successor as the leading figure among the Christians of Wales was Illtud, founder of the 

monastery at Llanilltud Fawr (Llantwit Major). Llantwit can be reached by sea, and its traditions 

suggest the influence of people travelling the western sea routes. The Llantwit monastery 

stressed learning as well as devotion, and was the hub of the Christianity of the Celtic-speaking 

countries.5 

The name of Illtud is connected with several churches: he may be considered the founder of ... 

Newcastle, Glamorganshire and also of Llantrisant, in conjunction with St Tyfodwg and 

St Gwynno, from which circumstance the church derives its name, implying "the church of the 

three saints." Among the chapels are dedicated to him, is Llanilltud Faerdre, under Llantrisant. 6 

The monks of the following century, AD 500 to 600, were less learned and more ascetic – the 

most prestigious among them being the teetotal and vegetarian David. While the Welsh of the 

'Age of Saints' were in close contact with their fellow Celtic-speaking peoples, they, unlike the 

Irish missionaries, made very little attempt to convert the pagan English.  

Roman-style Christianity reached the English with the coming of St Augustine to Canterbury in 

597. As a papally appointed archbishop, Augustine expected obedience from the bishops of 

Wales. They rejected his claims and also refused to conform to Roman practices on matters such 

as the system for calculating the date of Easter.  

                                                           
4 An Essay on the Welsh Saints, or the Primitive Christians usually considered to have been the founders of 

churches in Wales. Revd Rice Rees, Longman &c., 1836. 

5
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/themes/guide/ch5_early_christianity_wales.shtml 

6 An Essay on the Welsh Saints, or the Primitive Christians usually considered to have been the founders of 

churches in Wales. Revd Rice Rees, Longman &c., 1836. 

http://books.google.com/books?id=H8IclDShLSYC&oe=UTF-8
http://books.google.com/books?id=H8IclDShLSYC&oe=UTF-8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/themes/guide/ch5_early_christianity_wales.shtml


When the English historian Bede was writing his Ecclesiastical History of the English People in 

731, Wales was the only substantial territory still refusing to conform –the Roman reckoning of 

Easter was eventually adopted there in 768.7 

Under Norman rule, after 1066, the four Welsh bishops became subject to the authority of the 

Archbishop of Canterbury and their cathedrals were built in the latest European fashion. The 

country was divided into parishes, the Welsh dioceses were reorganised and their exact 

boundaries determined. Wales was thus obliged to accept the discipline of Roman Canon Law. 

Norman rulers also brought Benedictines and other European religious orders to Wales, to found 

monasteries.8 

In pre-Norman Wales there was no such thing as a parochial system. After the Norman 

Conquest, however, internal developments within the Welsh Church supported by influences 

from England and abroad led to the grouping of churches into parish churches and chapelries, 

and the parochial system as we know it began to emerge in Wales. In the Diocese of Llandaff 

there were Mother Churches, and these had out-stations, which were served by chaplains. Thus 

Llanwynno was the chapelry of the Church of Llantrisant, which in its turn was in all probability 

an out-station of the Mother Church at Llantwit Major.9 

In  A.D. 1120, Urban, bishop of Llandaff, obtained the permission of David, bishop of Bangor, 

and Griffith, prince of North Wales, to recover the remains of St Dyfrig from Bardsey Island. They 

were accordingly translated to Llandaff, where they were interred with great pomp and solemnity 

in the cathedral, which had been rebuilt a short time before from its foundation. A liturgical 

feast of the translation of the relics was kept on 29 May.10 

 

 

Right:  

The tomb of St Dyfrig in 

Llandaf Cathedral; 

 photo 1999 by John Ball, 

used by permission.  

  

                                                           
7
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/themes/guide/ch5_part2_early_christianity_wales.shtml 

8
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/themes/guide/ch6_part2_coming_of_the_normans.shtml 

9
 The Church of St Gwynno, Llanwynno, Mid Glamorgan – an essay by J. Gwyn Davies. 

10 An Essay on the Welsh Saints, or the Primitive Christians usually considered to have been the founders of 

churches in Wales. Revd Rice Rees, Longman &c., 1836. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/themes/guide/ch5_part2_early_christianity_wales.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/themes/guide/ch6_part2_coming_of_the_normans.shtml
http://campanologywales.weebly.com/llanwonno.html


II. Parish Structures from the Norman Conquest to the Reformation 

Buildings now in Anglican use dating from before the Reformation would, of course, have been 

Catholic churches at that time. The area we now call Pontypridd Town Centre was not 

significantly populated before the 18th Century. Nevertheless, following the creation of a parish 

system under the Norman rulers, every acre of land belonged to a defined parish, and the 

churches whose boundaries include parts of the modern catholic parish are as follows:  

 Eglwysilan: East of the River Taf (Cilfynydd, Rhydfelin, Hawthorn, Upper Boat) 

The Parish of Eglwysilan was one of the parishes created in Llandaff Diocese sometime in the 

12th Century. This was done under the structuring of the Roman Catholic Church in those 

days when the country was divided into areas or diocese and subdivided into parishes. It 

covered an area of more than 30,000 acres which extended from Rumney to Abercynon, 

including both Caerphilly and Llanfabon. The Parish church of St Ilan was built on Mynydd 

Eglwysilan; ideally situated to serve such an extensive area because it commanded both the 

Taff and Aber Valleys . It is likely that this was built on the site of an earlier chapel or cell 

from the age of the saints.11  

The founding saint may have been an otherwise unknown monk called Ilan  or Eilan; 

alternatively the name may be a form of Helen, referring to the Empress Helena, mother of 

Constantine, or to Elen Luyddog, a 4th century wife of a local ruler remembered in Wales as a 

founder of churches and builder of roads. 

 

Photo above: Eglywysilan church, 2006, by Colin Smith CC-BY-SA 

  

                                                           
11

 Eglwysilan Parish Website 

http://eglwysilanparish.btck.co.uk/History


 

 Llanwonno:  North of the River Rhondda (Pontypridd Town, Hopkinstown & Ynysybwl) 

The 5th/6th Century St Gwynno is associated with the church which bears his name at 

Llanwonno, a site on which a wattle-and-daub church may have existed in Gwynno’s own 

time, or soon thereafter. The building was extensively remodelled in the 19th Century, but 

contains incised stonework which dates from the period between the seventh and ninth 

centuries.12 There is a sacred well – Ffynnon Wyno, or Gwynno’s Well – nearby.  

 

Photo above: St Gwynno’s Church, Llanwonno, 2006, by David Rowlands CC-BY-SA 

 

 

 

 

One of four coloured glass windows now on display 

in the Library of Cardinal Newman School depicts 

St Gwynno. 
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 The Church of St Gwynno, Llanwynno, Mid Glamorgan – an essay by J. Gwyn Davies. 

http://campanologywales.weebly.com/llanwonno.html


 

 Llantwit Fardre: South of the River Rhondda (Treforest, Church Village)  

St Illtyd's church is a medieval church on an ancient Celtic site. An extension from the 

1970's enables the church to offer a variety of facilities in addition to the church. The 

belltower is dated 1636 but the long walls of the nave and at least the south wall of the 

chancel date from the 13th Century; other work is thought to date from 1525. The church 

was extensively remodelled in the early 1970s, giving a modern interior.13 

 
 

Photo above: St Illtud Church, Upper Church Village, 2007, by Roger Cornfoot CC-BY-SA 
 

 

 

Another of the four coloured glass windows in 

Cardinal Newman School depicts St Illtyd. He 

abandoned the military life (the cast-away sword) to 

become a monk at Llantwit Major, represented by 

the stone cross and the monastery church behind 

the hill. 
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 Parish microsite on the Church in Wales server 

http://www.churchinwales.org/parishholding/llandaff/l078-en/churches-en/st-illtud_-en/church_view


 

 Llantrisant: West of Llantwit Fardre (Beddau & Pwllgwaun)  

The Parish Church dominates the skyline of Llantrisant and is found just off the Bull Ring in 

the historic part the town. The Church is dedicated to three saints: Illtyd, Gwynno and 

Dyfodwg. The site of Llantrisant Parish Church has been used for Christian worship for over 

1300 years and the present building was built by the Earl of Glamorgan, Hugh de Spencer.  

The Church building, listed by Cadw, was rebuilt in Norman style around 1246 and 

underwent two further major restorations in the nineteenth century. A great deal of 

additional work has also been carried out since 1963.14 

St Dyfodwg is only known through the dedication of a church to him by name in Glynogwr, 

near Bridgend, and at Llantrisant. There is a Rhondda parish at a place named Ystradyfodwg 

but where the church is dedicated to St John; Dyfodwg may therefore have been a local chief 

rather than a monk. 

 

 

 

Photo above: Llantrisant parish church, 2008, by John Lord CC-BY-SA 
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 Llantrisant Parish Website 

http://www.parishofllantrisant.org.uk/_parish_church.html


III. Reformation to Restoration 

In 1535, King Henry VIII made a definitive break with the authority of the Pope. On 4 May of that 

year, three Carthusian priors and a Bridgettine monk were hanged at the Tyburn gallows in 

London. Persecution of Catholics on British soil persisted intermittently, with a final spate of 

arrests and executions in the wake of the so-called Popish Plot of 1678-81. Among the martyrs of 

this final phase were three priests serving in Wales, executed 1679: St David Lewis of 

Monmouth, and in Cardiff, Saints John Lloyd and Philip Evans. The last martyr of the English 

Reformation was the Irish Bishop, St Oliver Plunkett in 1681.15 

The Welsh schoolteacher, St Richard Gwyn, illustrates well the dilemma of lay Catholics of the 

16th and 17th Centuries. Under pressure from the authorities, Gwyn reluctantly conformed to the 

State’s demands that he attend Anglican worship. But in due course his conscience got the 

better of him, and he became a fugitive, being forced to abandon his wife and children for the 

sake of his faith. After 18 months on the run, he was captured in 1579 and hanged in 

Wrexham’s Beast Market in 1584. 

Very few Catholics would have been found in Glamorgan in the 17th Century. If any clung to the 

Old Faith, records would not have been kept of the matter. Some priests operated in South 

Wales, as the three martyrs of 1679 illustrate; Monmouthshire, in particular, was a locus of 

faithfulness to the Roman Church. The clandestine mission to Catholics on British soil was co-

ordinated, from 1623, by bishops designated Vicar Apostolic of England. In 1688, Pope Innocent 

XI designated four bishops to continue the work, dividing the territory accordingly: Bishop Ellis 

OSB became the first bishop of the Western District, constituting the whole of Wales and the six 

south-western counties of England. 

During the 18th Century, public hostility to the Catholic faith waned, and Catholic practice was 

increasingly tolerated by the authorities. Laws were passed restoring some legal rights to 

Catholics in 1778, 1782, and 1791.  In 1829, partly due to the inevitability of Irish migrants 

fleeing the Irish potato famine and practicing their faith in mainland Britain, Parliament passed 

a Catholic Relief Act ending most of the remaining restrictions. 

In 1840, a Welsh District was created as a distinct entity from the Western District, the latter 

reduced to SW England alone. Bishop Brown OSB was appointed Vicar Apostolic of the Welsh 

District. But just 10 years later, Pope Pius IX judged the time to be right to re-establish a 

structure of dioceses in England and Wales, and so the Diocese of Newport and Menevia was 

created, covering Wales, Monmouthshire and Herefordshire, with Bishop Brown becoming the 

first diocesan bishop. Boundary changes in 1898 found Glamorgan , Monmouth and Hereford in 

the Diocese of Newport, rebranded in 1916 the Archdiocese of Cardiff. Further boundary changes 

in 1987 saw West Glamorgan ceded to the restructured Diocese of Menevia in South West Wales. 

It is against this background that we can read the story of the little 1740s village of Newbridge 

becoming the fledgling industrial town of Pontypridd; the coming of Irish immigrants to work in 

the coal industry which began here in 1818; the need for priests from Merthyr and Aberdare to 

minister to Catholic labourers in the town; and the necessity of Bishop Brown leasing the land 

for the first St Dubritius Church in 1849. As the Catholic Church transitioned from an 

underground movement to a legal religion, so parish structures could be set up and registers of 

sacraments could once again be kept. The story of St Dyfrig’s, Treforest, could begin. 
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 Various sources on the Forty Martyrs of England & Wales 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forty_Martyrs_of_England_and_Wales


Catholics in Treforest and Pontypridd – Buildings, Institutions and Registers 

Compiled by Revd Dr Gareth Leyshon, Parish Administrator, October 2011. 

The Roman Catholic parish of St Dyfrig’s, as it exists in 2011, covers a portion of the Taf Valley about eight miles long 

and three miles wide. It stretches west as far as Crown Hill in Llantwit Fardre, but extends only about half a mile east 

of the main A470 highway. Its northern bounds are Ynysybwl and Cilfynydd, at the south Gwaelod-y-Garth and Taff’s 

Well. 

Although commercial and governmental agencies look to Pontypridd as the principal town of this area, in Catholic 

use the parish tends to be known as “St Dyfrig’s, Treforest” because the name “Pontypridd” attaches to the Deanery 

which groups this parish together with its neighbours: Llantrisant (or Miskin), Rhondda (Tonypandy), Ynyshir (Porth), 

Abercynon, Bargoed, and Caerphilly. 

Dyfrig is the name of the parish’s patron saint, which in Latin would be rendered Dubritius or Dubricius. The school 

and children’s home, within the parish boundaries, were dedicated not to St Dyfrig but to St Michael. 

If you are searching for records of the parish or of the institutions within it, you will be interested to know how these 

have changed and developed over time. The text below will track as many of the changes as we can document. 

The Town of Pontypridd, the Church, and the Parish Records 

Strategically situated almost midway between Merthyr Tydfil in the north and Cardiff in the south, and between 

Llantrisant and Caerphilly, Pontypridd is the natural market for Aberdare and Rhondda Valleys and for the beautiful 

Vale of Glamorgan that stretches south-westerly towards Cowbridge.16 

What became known as “Pontypridd” was more a scattering of little groups of cottages, in the 18th Century known as 

Newbridge (because of the single arch bridge built by William Edwards across the Taff River in 1750).17 

Ponty-typridd originally meant the bridge of the mudhouse, or turf-house, which was supposed to have been built 

one night on the bank of the Taff. In the minds of most of the local inhabitants it now signifies the bridge of the 

broken arch, as shown in the coat-of-arms. Oak forests flourished along the Taff and Rhondda Valleys and one of the 

largest trees at Llwynypia had a diameter of six feet. Consequently, the first bridge built by William Edwards in 1746 

was of oak, but it was carried away in a flood. 18 

In 1818, Dr. R. Griffiths was the first to send coal out of the district, which must have been deposited by the oak 

forests. Yet, within half a century, Pontypridd became known as the “metropolis of coal.” The same year, Brown 

Lenox opened the Chain and Cable Works where 1,200 people were employed, yet a single store supplied the needs 

of the village. A daily coach went from Merthyr to Cardiff and passengers alighted at the Bridgewater Arms near 

Glyntaff Church, and walked to what was then called “Newbridge.” To avoid confusion, Postmaster Mr. Charles 

Bassett changed the name to the original Welsh, calling it Pontypridd. 19 

In the early 1820s a number of Irish names are to be found in the marriage register of Eglwysilan and Llantwit Fardre 

but not of baptism registrations.  It may be that to legalise the unions until a Catholic priest could be contacted to 

solemnise the marriage in the rites of the church, couples would use the Anglican marriage ceremony. 20 
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 E. L. Butler, “Treforest Parish” 

17 C. Jenkins, “The Treforest Roman Catholic Church and Parish of St Dyfrig”,  

18
 E. L. Butler, “Treforest Parish” 

19
 E. L. Butler, “Treforest Parish” 

20 C. Jenkins, “The Treforest Roman Catholic Church and Parish of St Dyfrig”,  



In the post-famine years, no doubt numerous Irishmen came to this part of the country looking for work. Quite a 

number settled in Treforest. A priest came from Merthyr and later from Aberdare to minister to their spiritual needs. 

The necessity of a church and parish must have been obvious from the first. 21  

Referring to copies of leases (thanks to Williams & Pritchard, Solicitors, Park Place, Cardiff) a land lease was taken on 

72 and 73 Wood Road for a property to be known as ‘Old St Dubritius and Catholic Hall’, by Bishop T J Brown in 1849.  

Treforest was one of three missions started in 1853 from the already existing mission of Newbridge.22 

Persons seeking Baptismal Certificates for the years between 1854 and 1868 were directed to the Aberdare Catholic 

Church. The first entry in the Baptismal Register is on 30th November, 1868 by Father Thomas Murphy, who 

describes himself as a missionary apostolic, and seems to have looked after the district until 1870. Father Daniel 

Hallaghan followed and looked after the area until May 1879. Father Thomas B. Noonan, Inst. Ch., seems to have 

been remembered in the district, but his name is not in the registers. Father James B. Moore succeeded Father 

Hallaghan, and prepared the parish for a permanent parish priest, remaining until the 10th November, 1890. It was 

left for Father Alphonsus Van den Heuval, the celebrated Dutch priest, to be the first resident parish priest, who did 

tremendous work there. In 1895 he was transferred to St. David’s, Charles Street, Cardiff. In July, 1922, he retired to 

his native Holland, where he celebrated his diamond jubilee. Monsignor H. Irvine, V.G., and Canon Daniel J. Hannon, 

represented the archdiocese there. In his lifetime he was almost a legend. The grand old patriarch lived to the great 

age of ninety-six. 23 

About 1868 the Treforest Church of St Dubritius was built, the mother church of the valleys, and it was not until 1886 

that Tonypandy had a church.  It is recorded that even to the beginning of the twentieth century Canon McManus 

had to walk over Eglwysilan Mountain to visit the Catholics of Senghenydd, Abertridwr and Caerphilly.  In the first 

year of his pastorate a number of his flock were killed in the Albion explosion which took a toll of 276 lives.  The 

Senghenydd explosion took place in 1913, and again this took a number of Catholic lives in its total death roll of 439 

lives. 24 

A note in the first Baptismal Register tells us that Baptismal Entries from 1854 to 1868 were to be sought in the 

Aberdare Parish. 25  

The first Baptismal Register for Treforest was begun on the 30th November 1868, the baby baptized being “Eleanor 

Ryan”.26  

Kelly’s Directory for 1884 lists St Dubritius Chapel ‘Sunday masses 8.30, 10.30, 6.30.  Daily 7.30am, Thursday 

7.30pm’.27 

The population of Treforest in 1901 was 5,137, and the Catholic population in 1906 was 800. 28 
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 E. L. Butler, “Treforest Parish” 

22
 Y. Bacchetta, “The Catholic Church and School at Treforest”, 1984. 

23
 E. L. Butler, “Treforest Parish” 

24 C. Jenkins, “The Treforest Roman Catholic Church and Parish of St Dyfrig”,  

25
 Brochure, 1966 

26
 Brochure, 1966 

27
 Y. Bacchetta, “The Catholic Church and School at Treforest”, 1984. 

28
 Y. Bacchetta, “The Catholic Church and School at Treforest”, 1984. 



In 1912, the Caerphilly area became a separate Parish, catered for by French Benedictines banished from France. In 

1927 Senghenydd became a separate Parish, the church being dedicated “All Souls” in memory of those who lost 

their lives in the fearful mining disaster of 1913, when 440 miners perished. 29 

     

The original “St Dubritius” Church, on the junction of Wood Road and Bridge Street in Treforest, 

is now in private hands and is reportedly in use as lock-up storage in 2011. 

 

 

The doors of St Dubritius – wedding of Herbert Gardener & Elen Thomas 26 Dec 1923 (photo c/o Agnes Hughes) 
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 Brochure, 1966 



From 1st May 1912, a site on Broadway was leased to build the new St Dubritius Church (St Dyfrig’s), Presbytery and 

Hall (which remains as the present site, 2011).  The land was assigned to Father Michael Joseph McManus in 1919 

and the foundation stone of the Church laid on 4th November 1926 by Bishop Mostyn, and to the great joy of the 

people, opened on 14th November 1927.  Canon McMannus, who was much loved, retired three weeks later.  Old 

Dubritius became known as the Institute and was used by the Catholic Young Men’s Society (CYMS). 30 
 

 

 

THIS STONE WAS LAID BY HIS GRACE 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF CARDIFF 

DR. MOSTYN 

ON THE FEAST OF ST CHARLES 

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 4TH A.D. 1926 

 

Meanwhile plans for the new Church were going ahead. At last, the foundation-stone was laid by Archbishop 

Mostyn, and everyone rejoiced to see the building take shape, where the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass would be 

offered. Finally, on Monday, 14th November, 1927, the Feast of St. Dyfrig, the Church was dedicated and opened by 

the Most Reverend Francis Mostyn, Archbishop of Cardiff. Pontifical High Mass was sung at 11.30 a.m. by the 

Archbishop; Monsignor H. Irvine was assistant at the throne, where Canon Philip Kelly and Canon D. J. Hannon were 

Deacons. Deacon of the Mass was Reverend D. J. Quigley of Barry, and Reverend T. Vearncombe of Tredegar, Sub-

Deacon. The Church had been blessed on the previous Saturday by the founder and parish priest, Canon M. I. 

McManus, by permission of the Ordinary. The choir was led by Mr. William Crowley, choirmaster, and on this day all 

the clergy of the archdiocese joined in the Pontifical Solemn Mass. Rt. Reverend Francis J. Vaughan, Bishop of 

Menevia, preached a moving sermon on the opening of the fine Church and congratulated the parish priest and 

people on such an historic occasion. 31 

Father William Boulton, then serving in Abersychan, was appointed to Treforest following Canon McManus. St Dyfrig 

was the place of Conference for the Deanery which comprised of the Parishes of Treforest, Tonypandy, Ferndale, 

Abercynon, Ynyshir, Mountain Ash, Caerphilly, Sengenhydd and Treorchy with Father Boulton as the Very Reverend 

Dean. This is a very large and scattered Deanery and the Parish is a large Parish.  Pontyclun, Talbot Green, Llantrisant 

and Miskin to the south; Trehafod in the Rhondda and Ynysybwl; Cilfynydd to the North and Upper Boat in the Taff 

valley. Almost immediately Father Boulton was appointed Parish Priest, Father Lightbound was sent here as Curate, 

the first of over thirty assistant priests to serve in this parish, sometimes two together at one time. 32 
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The sanctuary of St Dyfrig’s as it appeared in 1959 - the wedding of Colin Hughes & Agnes Gardner 

 is being conducted by Revd Joseph Johnson (photo c/o Agnes Hughes) 

 

  



 

 

The decoration here is the same as that known to be in the church at the time of its dedication in 1927. 

Date of photograph unknown – printed as a postcard and found in parish archive. 

 

There was a change of title from St Dubritius to St Dyfrig during the thirties. 33 

[Now, in 1963,] we have two miles south, the Treforest Industrial and Trading Estate, which began in 1937 and has 

now some 75 factories. The population is now more than 40,000.34 

In 1965, the parish statistics indicated: estimated population, 1,839. Average Mass attendance: 824. 54 infant 

baptisms, 8 converts, 26 mariages (6 between Catholics and 20 mixed), 93 confirmations and 37 deaths. 35 

At some point no later than 1963, Masses began to be celebrated in a hall in Llantrisant.36  In Autumn 1974, the part 

of St Dyfrig’s parish west of Crown Hill in Llantwit Fardre became the new parish of All Hallows, covering Llantrisant, 

Miskin and Pontyclun. Registers began to be kept in All Hallows: the first baptism recorded being 20 October 1974; 

the first wedding 14 February 1975; the first funeral not until 2 December 1976, and the first confirmation as late as 

20 November 1985. (A permanent church in Miskin was opened to serve All Hallows on 23rd May 1996.)37 
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Following the liturgical changes of the Second Vatican Council, the sanctuary of the church was re-ordered, including 

the construction of a free-standing altar. It was no longer a requirement for a church to be free of debt before it 

could be consecrated; the new altar, and therefore the whole church, was consecrated on 6th November 1975 by 

Archbishop Murphy Cardiff. A small plaque in the church commemorates the event: 

 

 
ST. DYFRIG’S CATHOLIC CHURCH. TREFOREST 

This plaque commemorates the solemn 

consecration of this Church on Thursday 

6 November 1975 by His Grace, The  

Archbishop of Cardiff, The Most Reverend 

John A. Murphy D.D. 
 

Celebrants Most Rev. J.A. Murphy 

                      Right Rev D.J. Mullins 

 

Very Rev P. Daly Very Rev L. Cresci Rev. P Dwyer 

Rev. D. Clancy Rev. D.J.Torney Rev. M.J. Lloyd 

Rev. W. McDonald Rev. L. Delaney Rev. J. O’Flaherty 

Rev. T. Dunne Rev. J. Boyle  



In 1999, under Revd Ambrose Walsh, new artwork by Penanne Crabbe was installed in the church: a life-size crucifix 

suspended over the main altar, and side-panels representing the Virgin Mary and the Baptism of Jesus. 

 
 

Here and on following page – St Dyfrig’s as it would appear for a wedding in 2010. 
 

 



 



 

 
 

Above & Below: The view of St Dyfrig’s from the Lower Glyntaff Campus of the University of Glamorgan, March 2007 
 

  



The Grotto 

 
 
Within the grounds of St Dyfrig’s, a Lourdes Grotto is situated on the east boundary. It is a popular location for 
wedding and First Communion photographs. In 2010, parishioners James and Jody Dick rebuilt the Lourdes grotto, 
which had become structurally unsound. It was rededicated by Rev Gareth Leyshon following Sunday Mass on 16 
May 2010. The pictures above and below show the grotto on 7 November 2011. 
 

 
 



The School (St Michael’s) 

A school of some kind seems to have been begun. It was probably an annexe to the main building in Wood Road as 

far back as 1850. When St. Dyfrig’s Church was opened, the school was transferred to Treforest Hotel, Wood Road. 

In 1884, it moved to St. Michael’s where it is today. 38 

A Chapel school was provided in 1857.  Because of bad repair, it was closed from 1875 – 1879, then re-opened in an 

iron building in 1879. 39 

 “Early in 1860 a school was initiated in a building next to the old St Michael’s School in Wood Road.”40 

It was on 5th July 1883 when Francis Crawshay signed the lease for the Wood Road site for St Michael’s School for 99 

years in effect from 24th June 1882.  Rent was £8.10s.2d. payable half yearly and leased to Bishop John Cuthbert 

Hedley.  The school was described as ‘a spacious stone building’ (Fr van den Heuvel, 1883).  Later, ‘built from stone 

hewn from the hillside by Catholics who were Irish or of Irish descent’ (Fr Cornelius Cronin, 1916). 41  

The school was built on a steeply sloping site at Wood Road, to accommodate 210 children (165 on upper and 80 on 

the lower).  The Upper Story entered from Wood Road, comprised three classrooms end to end, with one door for 

entry and exit at the front end only.  A steep flight of steps led down to the lower storey where there were two 

rooms, a lobby and toilets.  Maintenance was almost impossible since there was so little money available.  By 1891 

there were 133 infants on the lower storey. 42 

“In 1884 Father James B Moore built the old St Michael’s School with Mrs Kiely as Headmistress and this remained 

the parish school until 1970.” 43  

Kelly’s Directory for 1884 lists St Michael’s Catholic School, Wood Road, with Headmistress Mrs M Riley.  It appears 

that Mrs Riley, Headmistress of the chapel school in the iron building became the first headmistress of the stone 

building known as St Michael’s.44 

In 1884, the Headmistress was Mrs. Kiely, who retired after two years, handing over to Mrs. Dacey about 1886. She 

was Headmistress until she was succeeded by Miss Murphy about 1889. In 1893, Miss Daly succeeded, until in turn 

she handed over to Miss Maher. Miss Maher was Headmistress for only a short time, from 1896 to 1898. It was just 

after the 1898 strike arid the Dragoon Guards were called out to keep order. Miss Maher said that they were fine 

men and commented on what they were doing. At the beginning of 1899, Miss Moire O’Brien, an active 

Clarewoman, took over. Miss O’Brien became a member of the Glamorgan County Council. She was also a member 

of the Board of Governors Grammar School and treasurer for the Blind Institute. A sincere Catholic, she was the 

organist in the old Church and turned up for the 9 o’clock and 11 o’clock Masses, for the Catechism and the Evening 

Devotions. After thirty-four years she had her last class on the 10th December, 1934. She was succeeded by Miss 

Sarah Kelly, who was head until the end of 1960. Mr. Cornelius McCarthy became head as from January, 1961. 45 
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The minutes of the School Managers, 1903-1905, make sad reading, when there was a lack of sufficient equipment 

for the school and there was little or no salary for the teachers. Lloyd George, almost worshipped here at that time, 

told the people not to take on the Church schools. There were only two in the district. The Glyntaff gave up and was 

taken over by the Council. Mr. Milton Jones, who was the Local Director of Education, advised Father McManus what 

to do. In 1905 the teachers were not paid. Mrs. Williams was one of these teachers. Finally, the local Council took on 

the equipment and payment of the teachers. 46 

The school came under the Local Education Authority (LEA) in 1903.  In 1932, the LEA stated that no children outside 

the Pontypridd Urban District Council could be admitted.  In 1945, St Michaels’ became a Voluntary Primary School 

under Glamorgan Education Authority. 47   

The number of children attending St Michael’s began to increase.  In 1964, the Glamorgan Education Authority 

agreed to meet the full cost of transporting children to Voluntary Schools.  That year children were bussed from 

Senghenydd to St Michael’s.  Then in September 1965, 308 children were on roll, so that some classes had to be 

accommodated in the Catholic Memorial Hall, Broadway and some in the Old St Dubritius Church. 48  

The Rev. E. L. Butler (parish priest 1963-66) got the old Institute remodelled to cater for two infant classes. 49 

 

 

The “St Michael’s School” of 1884, on Wood Road Treforest,  is now private housing,  

under the name of “St Michael’s Court”, in 2011.  
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The house to the north was at one stage the school caretaker’s house;  

it is unclear why the  sign “Grammar School 1875” is on the facade. 

  

 

July 1967, saw the end of an era for St Michael’s when it ceased to be an all age school and became a Primary 
School.  In the autumn of that year, senior children attended the newly opened Cardinal Newman Comprehensive 
School at Rhydyfelin.  It was officially opened on the 4th April 1968.  A replacement school for St Michael’s was 
programmed for 1968/69. 50 
“In 1969 the building of the present school was started when Canon O’Carrol was parish priest and in 1971 the 

premises with accommodation for 280 pupils were officially opened.”51 

Teaching commenced at the new St Michael’s School, John Place, Treforest when Mass was celebrated in the school 

hall for the ‘Past and Present Staff and Pupils of St Michael’s School’.  His Grace, Archbisop Murphy of Cardiff, 

officially opened the School on 3rd June 1971.  By September 1974, Mid Glamorgan County Council became 

responsible for School transport.  Also in 1974, an extension was added to the School.52 

The same St Michael’s School is still operating at its site in John Place in 2011, and also has its own website at 

https://rctmoodle.org/stmichaelstreforest/ - you may get a security warning but the site is safe. 

                                                           
50

 Y. Bacchetta, “The Catholic Church and School at Treforest”, 1984. 

51  C. Jenkins, “The Treforest Roman Catholic Church and Parish of St Dyfrig” 

52
 Y. Bacchetta, “The Catholic Church and School at Treforest”, 1984. 

https://rctmoodle.org/stmichaelstreforest/


 

  



Cardinal Newman Comprehensive School 

Cardinal Newman School opened to pupils in autumn 1967, prior to its officiall opening on the 4th April 1968. It is still 

operating on the same side at Dynea Road, Rhydfelin, with a website: https://rctmoodle.org/cardinalnewmanrct/ 

 

 

  

https://rctmoodle.org/cardinalnewmanrct/


St Michael’s Home, or The Orphanage 

St Michael’s Home, Treforest was originally a diocesan orphanage run as a Poor Law School. The property - a double-
bayed window house on Wood Road - was acquired by the then diocese of Newport in 1887 on a 99 year lease with 
money mainly provided by the diocese,53  but with a substantial contribution of £750 from Lord Bute.54 The total cost 
may have been £4,000. 
 
While under diocesan ownership and management, St Michael’s Home was run by a Catholic lady, Miss Morgan (also 
referred to as Sister Illtyd Morgan), with the help of a few companions who were third order Dominicans.55  
 
As they advanced in years these ladies found it increasingly difficult to cope, and on 1st September 1905 the home 
was taken over, at the request of the Bishop of Newport, John Cuthbert Hedley OSB, by the Sisters of Nazareth. 
 
Following the formal transfer of responsibility in September 1905, all the resident girls were transferred to Cardiff’s 
Nazareth House in November. On 4th December 1905, the certificate permitting boys and girls to be cared for 
together was withdrawn, and reissued for the reception of boys only on the same day.56 
 
Initially, the Superior of Cardiff Nazareth House, Mother Lucy Burden, took charge of the new foundation at 
Treforest. It is unclear how long this arrangement persisted, but the following appointments of superior were 
subsequently made: 57 

 
1907 Mother Mary Aidan Maher 
1913 Mother Mary Laurentius Reid 
 1919 Mother St. Mildred O’Keefe 
 1922 Mother Mary Rita Coakley 

 
In 1924 the sisters and boys moved from Treforest to Sketty, Swansea. The property, called “Glanyrafon”, was 
purchased 24th March 1924 and the move took place 22nd September 1924, at which time the Treforest property was 
given back to the diocese. 58 

 
The “Treforest Nazareth House” building vacated near Calvary Chapel was sold for £1,400 and underwent 
alterations, becoming the “Treforest Central School” in secular hands. 59 
 
The relocated sisters and boys did not stay long in Sketty. On 24th June 1930, Murton Grange, Bishopston, Swansea 
was purchased, and during the following three years a new Nazareth House was built on this site. The Sisters and 
boys moved to Bishopston from Sketty during June 1933, and the Sketty property was eventually sold on 25th 
February 1935. 60 
 
Further information about the Orphanage, and how to access its records, can be found in document SDRA-21. 
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The Institute 

The new St Dyfrig’s Church, Broadway, was opened on 14th November 1927.  The old “St Dubritius” became known 

as the Institute and was used by the Catholic Young Men’s Society (CYMS). 61 

In 1939, the Second World War started and the old church, now called the Institute, and the memorial hall were 

taken over by the government for billeting troops. 62 

The Rev. E. L. Butler (parish priest 1963-66) got the old Institute remodelled to cater for two infant classes. 63 

 

 

 

The Bridge Street  

side of the original  

St Dubritius  

is shown here  

with its extension.  

Originally part of the 

Presbytery, the off-white 

Extension was later used 

for boxing (downstairs) 

and meeting rooms 

(upstairs). 
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The Memorial Hall and its Annexe 

In 1923, the present commodious Memorial Hall was built and officially opened by Lord Treowen. 64 

 

By 1923 the Memorial Hall was built and Lord Treowen performed the opening ceremony. The foundations were dug 

during the 1921 strike and many of the unemployed men of the parish freely gave of their labours. Costing £3,500 it 

was the centre of the parish social activities and a source of income to the parish.65 

The years rolled on and in October 1923, Lord Treowen opened the Catholic Memorial Hall. He had an accident on 

the journey here, and had a plaster on his nose. A Three Day’s Bazaar was opened by Sir Thomas Jones of Porthcawl. 

The Memorial Hall cost £3,500. The Hall was built during a big strike. The first £2,000 was raised by dances and other 

functions at the school.66 

Build by Irish labourers, the hall received the nickname “Patsy’s” and became well-known as a dance venue.67 

The Rev. E. L. Butler (parish priest 1963-66) added an annexe to the Memorial Hall. 68 
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The Presbytery 

By 1923 the Memorial Hall was built ...  The Presbytery cost £2,750, was built at the same time and it is interesting to 

note that at present property costs a comparable figure for a house of its dimensions would be in the range of 

£40,000 to £50,000! 69 The House which was built by Mr. Evan Jones, the Canon’s friend, cost £2,750.70 

 

 

The south aspect and the front door (on west aspect) of the Presbytery in October 2011. 
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