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An Historical Note  
 

The modern Catholic History of St. Dyfrigs is intimately bound up with the Industrial Revolution and the coming of 

“King Coal”. The Novels of Richard Llewellyn and Jack Jones paint for us vivid pictures of the growth of the Mining 

Valleys, whose prosperity was enhanced by the opening of Cardiff Docks. Pontypridd sitting astride the three great 

Mining Valleys of the Rhondda, Aberdare, and Merthyr, with the Glamorgan Canal on its doorstep and the entire 

Railway System funnelling through, soon became known as the Metropolis of Coal. 

In 1815 the first coal was sent out, and that same year “Brown Lenox” opened the Cable Works giving employment 

to over 1,200 people. The aftermath of the Irish Famine of 1847 brought the Irish Immigrants and their spiritual 

needs were catered for by priests from Aberdare and Merthyr. The first Baptismal Register was begun on the 30th 

November 1868, the baby baptized being “Eleanor Ryan”. A note in the Register tells us that Baptismal Entries from 

1854 to 1868 were to be sought in the Aberdare Parish. 

The first Priest appearing on the Register is Thomas Murphy, then from 1870 to 1880 we have Michael Bergen, 

Patrick Wall, William Woods, O.S.B., Joseph Akeroyd, Michael McGrath, James Berry, Daniel Hallahan, James Moore, 

we do not know if these men lived in the area, but the fact that Baptismal Registers were begun in the name of the 

Church would make it seem more likely that they were resident. In 1880 Fr. Van Den Heuvel became Parish Priest. In 

the years following he seems to have been helped by various assistant priests—Frs. Joseph Bray, Thomas Pudney, 

William Ashley, Jerome Smith, James Noonan. His parish then catered not only for the present parish area, but also 

extended to Caerphilly and Abertridwr. Fr. Van, as he was popularly called, was a native of Holland and in 1895 he 

became Administrator of St. David’s Cardiff—there his memory still lingers as a trojan worker. He was responsible for 

building St. David’s Schools. He retired from St. David’s in 1922 and returned to his native country. He died a living 

legend at the great age of 96. 



Fr. Michael McManus, a native of Scotland, took over from Fr. Van Den Heuvel. His name will long be remembered. 

He threw himself into the civic life of the area and I believe headed a deputation to London to secure ‘trolley’ buses 

for Pontypridd and Treforest. In 1912, the Caerphilly area became a separate Parish, catered for by French 

Benedictines banished from France. In 1927 Senghenydd became a separate Parish, the church being dedicated “All 

Souls” in memory of those who lost their lives in the fearful mining disaster of 1913, when 440 miners perished. 

As the years rolled on it was evident that the existing church was too small so Fr. McManus secured the site of the 

present parochial buildings. He also had now become a member of the newly formed Cathedral Chapter of the 

Archdiocese of Cardiff. In 1923, the present commodious Memorial Hall was built and officially opened by Lord 

Treowen. 

The foundation stone of the new Church was laid on November 4th, 1926, by Archbishop Mostyn — and, to the 

great joy of the priest and people, the new Church was opened and dedicated to St. Dyfrig on the 14th November 

1927. At last the Parish could take lawful pride in its new Church, Presbytery and Hall. But there is no rose without its 

thorn and to the consternation of its parishioners, within three weeks of the opening Canon McManus signified his 

intention of retiring because of failing health and eyesight. His parishioners implored him to change his mind, 

presenting him with a petition signed by over 800 parishioners. The final words of the petition make sad reading, 

“without you, these glorious buildings, so recently completed, will torture us. With you they will be our greatest 

pride”. Canon McManus, however, was adamant in his decision. Within six months, this grand old warrior had gone 

to his eternal reward.  

Fr. William Boulton, a Londoner, educated at the English College, Rome succeeded Canon McManus. He had been 

parish priest of Abersychan for five years prior to his Treforest appointment. A parochial debt of £14,500 had been 

incurred and unfortunately the period of depression and rampant unemployment in South Wales also began. 

Financially, Fr. Boulton was in dire straits and the payment of the annual interest charges was in itself, a nightmare. 

In 1939, World War 2 began and the spectre of unemployment began to vanish. 

In 1951, Fr. Boulton left Treforest to take over St. Helen’s, Barry and the debt was now reduced to £9,750. In 1952 

Fr. Boulton became a member of the Cathedral Chapter but his joy was short lived. He died in July 1953. The chalice 

and paten presented to him in 1930 by the people of Treforest, were bequeathed by him to St. Dyfrig’s and are in 

daily use. 

The Rev. T. Crowley succeeded Fr. Boulton on Low Sunday 1951. A native of Cardiff, and educated in Spain, Fr. 

Crowley had spent his whole priestly life in the Rhondda Valleys. At first in Treorchy, where he built the new Church 

then to Tonypandy for fifteen years from whence he returned to his first love – Treorchy for another ten years. He 

came to Treforest when he was already 65 years old, and made his main target the reduction of the Parish debt and 

the purchase of the freehold. He succeeded in both objects. In 1956, to the great joy of his parishioners, Archbishop 

McGrath appointed him an Honorary Canon of the Archdiocese, but joy was soon turned into sorrow. Canon 

Crowley, attending a wedding celebration in Cork collapsed and died on the 22nd of August that same year. 

Fr. Johnson was the next Parish Priest. A native of Stoke-on-Trent and educated at Oscott College he was ordained in 

1928. During the War he was an Army Chaplain with the Home based Searchlight units and after D-Day served in the 

European theatre of war. He came to Treforest from St. Teilo’s, Whitchurch and during his pastorate he carried out 

much needed improvements to the Primary School. Unfortunately, however, after six years of active ministry what 

was thought to be a mild chest infection turned out to be far more serious and he died in Sully Hospital on the 1st 

December, 1962, and was laid to rest in Cardiff Cemetery. 

The Rev. E. L. Butler, a native of Ireland and educated at All Hallows Dublin was the successor to Fr. Johnson. He too, 

had served as Army Chaplain during the war and came to Treforest, after experience in various parishes in the 

Archdiocese. An influx of children from Caerphilly and Senghenydd created problems in the school. Fr. Butler added 

an annexe to the Memorial Hall and also got the old Institute remodelled to cater for two infant classes and in this 



way helped to solve the overcrowding problem. A Lady Chapel was added to the Parish Church and efforts were 

made to secure land both in Talbot Green and Glyncoch so as to be ready for any future developments. 

The need for a Secondary Comprehensive School to cater for the parishes of Treforest, Rhondda Valley, Abercynon, 

Mountain Ash, Caerphilly and Senghenydd was a problem that Fr. Butler had to face. The local authority was most 

co-operative and a site was allocated in the Rhydyfelin area and preliminary plans drawn up. Fr. Butler became 

Chairman of the Board of Governors of the proposed new school. Unfortunately, ill health marred his pastorate and 

on medical advice he resigned his Parish in March 1966, to take over the less strenuous duties as Parish Priest of 

Monmouth. 

Fr. O’Carroll the present Parish Priest succeeded Fr. Butler. A native of Ireland educated at St. Patrick’s College, 

Thurles, and ordained in 1934, Fr. O’Carroll had served in various parishes in the Archdiocese, coming here after 

being thirteen years in Caerphilly. 

 

The School 

 

Some form of school seems to have existed as far back as 1850, probably as an annexe to the main building in Wood 

Road. In 1884, it moved to its present site at St. Michael’s. Mrs. Kiely was then headmistress. After two years she 

was succeeded by Miss Stacey, then came Miss Murphy, then Miss Daly and afterwards Miss Maher (1896 to 1898). 

In 1899 Miss Myra O’Brien took over and remained as headmistress until December, 1934. She acted as organist in 

the old Church, became a member of the Glamorgan County Council and was also one of the governors of the 

Grammar School. These early years were a period of stress and strain for Catholic education as the “Minutes of the 

Manager’s Meetings” bear witness. There was a grave shortage of books, desks and various other equipment, and in 

1906 there were bitter complaints by the teachers that the L.E.A. had not increased their salaries although this 

increase had been awarded to the teachers in the local council schools. The salaries were as low as £20 per annum 

for some teachers and £70 per annum for certificated teachers. In 1934, Miss Sarah Kelly became headmistress and 

she, in turn was succeeded by the present headmaster, Mr. C. McCarthy in 1961. By no stretch of the imagination 

can the present Primary School buildings be deemed adequate or suitable for educational purposes. They have been 

a constant nightmare and financial drain to successive Parish Priests; however, it is to be hoped that before many 

years, the parish will rejoice in having a new Secondary Comprehensive School and also a new Primary. 

Future Prospects 

Big development schemes are at present under way in both the Glynnoch-Ynysybwl and Llantrisant-Talbot Green 

areas. This will mean that new Church buildings will have to be provided to cater for the Catholic population. The 

Parish will have to face grave financial problems and the co-operation of every parishioner is urgently required. The 

Parish does not possess a bottomless financial purse. It has to exist, pay its way, and save for the future, mainly from 

the weekly offerings of the people which is really the only stable income. Let us here pay our tribute to the priests 

and parishioners of the past who have sacrificed and served so nobly, and trust that we in turn will be worthy heirs 

of that proud tradition. 

  



The Holy Mass 

 

Catholics are bound to take part in the Mass every Sunday and Holy Day of their lives unless other grave demand on 

their charity forbids them. The Mass is at the centre of our Catholic life; for it is the Mass which makes the Church 

and makes the Church one. Anything which we do frequently and regularly can become routine, will become routine 

unless we learn to appreciate it and love it. 

The Name — MASS 

Unfortunately we can learn little about the Mass from its name. For some hundreds of years it was not so described. 

It was called by a number of names. The Apostles described it as “the breaking of bread” (Acts 2: 42 and 20: 7). That 

this expression referred to the Mass and not simply to an ordinary meal which took place before, can be seen clearly 

in the fact that St. Paul says: “And the bread we break, is it not the partaking of the body of the Lord?” (1. Cor. 10: 

16). Such a way of speaking about the Mass was bound up with the fact that the consecrated host had to be broken 

up in order that people might receive Holy Communion. And the name helps to bring out the meal character of the 

Mass, as does the name “the Lord’s Supper” used by St. Paul. Perhaps the term “Eucharist” has had the longest life. 

Sometimes this referred to the gifts of bread and wine which the people brought with them and which later they 

received back in Holy Communion. But it was used also to describe the thanksgiving prayer—the Preface-Canon, 

which consecrated these gifts. 

It is strange that the word which we have all become accustomed to—Mass, should be derived from a Latin word 

meaning the departure of the members of the community from the place of worship. “Ite, missa est” means “Go, the 

Mass is over,” or “Go, the community is dismissed.” Father Jungman, SJ., the great liturgical scholar, thinks that the 

reason Missa became applied to the whole Mass was because it came to include the blessing. Long ago there were 

two dismissals and two blessings. The first after the instructional part of the Mass and the second at the conclusion 

of the sacrifice. 

The Liturgy of the Mass 

What is meant by liturgy? Most of us have been brought up to believe that liturgy was something to do with the 

correct way of carrying out ceremonies. We indentified it with rubrics, i.e. a list of rules and regulations for seeing 

that you performed your duties on the altar in the proper way. But those of us who thought of liturgy in this way 

have been wrong. Pius XII said as much in 1947: “The sacred liturgy is the whole public worship of the Mystical Body 

of Jesus Christ Head and members.” (Mediator Dei.). 

The best English word to use for the Greek word liturgy is—worship. But not private worship. Liturgy is the worship 

which Christians offer to God as a community, as members of the assembly of Christ’s people. 

Father Clifford Howell, S.J., in his book “The Work of Our Redemption” explains how the word liturgy was brought 

into use by the Church. She remembered that the Greeks before the birth of Christ, had used the word leitourgia to 

describe a public building given by a wealthy individual for the use and benefit of all peoples: Leitourgia was for ALL. 

The Church could see how suitable it was to describe the worship which she offers to the Father in and through Jesus 

Christ, His Son. For the work of our redemption which Jesus accomplished for us by his death and resurrection is the 

greatest public service carried out by a rich benefactor not for himself but for others that has ever taken place. What 

Jesus did he did, not for himself, but for us. He died and rose to his Father’s side for all mankind without exception. 

And all of us if we will make use of the Mass may reap the fruit of what He did. 

Remember these three things about liturgy:- 

  



i) It is for the work of a rich benefactor done for others rather than himself. So the liturgist is Jesus Christ Himself. 

He is described in this way once in the New Testament in that section of the letter to Hebrews which deals 

specifically with worship, “Just such a high priest we have . . . the liturgist in the true tabernacle which the Lord, not 

man, has set up.” (Heb. 8: 2). 

ii) Liturgy is designed for the benefit of all classes. So the liturgy of the Mass needs to be simple in its main outlines 

and intelligible to all, so that all may take part in the worship of the community. 

iii) Liturgy benefits only those who actually make use of it; the more people make use of it the more they benefit. So 

with the liturgy of the Mass. We benefit by it to the extent that we use it. The fruits of God’s Word and the fruits of 

Christ’s sacrifice benefit us to the extent that we allow the liturgy to teach us and dispose us for the gift of Christ’s 

Body and Blood. 

Jewish Synagogue and Last Supper 

The Mass is divided into two parts. 

A. A liturgy of the Word of God. 

This consists of a service of worship which ideally should take place away from the altar and where the focal point of 

what takes place is the BIBLE. 

The first act of worship takes its origin from the synagogue service of the Jews. You can read in St Luke’s Gospel how 

Jesus took part in the synagogue service vide Luke 4. Jesus told the Jews that he was not going to destroy the Law 

and the Prophets but to bring them to fulfilment. The Apostles and first Christians likewise took part in the Jewish 

liturgy. In the Acts we read: “They persevered with one accord, day by day, in the Temple worship.” And it was only 

about the year 44 A.D. that they were driven by the Jews away from the synagogues. When this happened Christians 

held this same synagogue service before they celebrated the Supper of the Lord. 

The first part of the Mass is important and it will be seen to be important as soon as we can get it celebrated in the 

language which the people themselves speak and can understand. Such was the case in the Church in Apostolic 

times and for some hundreds of years afterwards. St. Augustine used to say that the Scriptures were nothing other 

than a long letter written by Our Father, God, teaching us how to get to Heaven. Of course, we need a far better 

selection of readings than we have had in the past. They should be taken from the Old Testament as well as from the 

New in such a way that all the important passages in the Scripture are listened to over a period of, say, five years. 

This, too, is being taken care of by the bishops. Singing should take place in between these readings. Clearly the best 

songs are those which the Church herself has composed under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The Church’s songs 

are the psalms. And now that we have the psalms of Father Gelineau there is no reason why the people should not 

be able to make response to the Word of God in the words of God and in their own language. 

 

B. The liturgy of Sacrifice. 

The Mass is a sacrifice. It is both Christ’s sacrifice and our sacrifice, i.e. the sacrifice of the Church. 

Christ’s Sacrifice. Etymologically the word comes from two Latin words meaning to make holy. But sacrifice in fact 

means giving a gift to God (when something is given to God it becomes holy). Gift giving is something natural to all 

men. Local authorities make the Queen a presentation when she visits their borough (honour). Gifts are given to 

men on their retirement from office as a sign of thanks for the good they have done to the community. Presents are 

used to mollify a person we have injured (propitation) and to put ourselves, maybe, in their favour so that we may 

be favoured in our turn (petition). Finally we give presents to those we love as a sign of our love. All these reasons 

are reasons for us wanting to offer sacrifice to God. As we all know the important thing about a present is not what it 



is but what it represents. Any gift given with love is in a wide sense a sacrament, i.e. a visible sign of an invisible 

reality. As we say, it is not the gift which counts but the thought which lies behind it. 

From the time of Adam man has been sacrificing the best of what he had to God. We know of Abel’s sacrifice which 

because of Abel’s faith was most pleasing to God than that of Cain’s. Melchisedech’s sacrifice of bread and wine 

which so strikingly depicts Christ’s priesthood. Gathered in him is all the religious worth of the sacrifices offered from 

the beginning of the world. Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac—a sacrifice which signifies the utter obedience of his will to 

the will of God also finds its mention in the Mass. 

But none of these sacrifices offered by man could bridge the infinite gulf between man and God brought about by 

man’s sin. In order that man could find his way back to the Father there was needed a sacrifice of infinite value 

offered by one who was both God and man. Jesus Christ is that High Priest. The faith, obedience and love which He 

gave to His Father when He offered His body for us on the altar of the cross pleased God more than all our sins 

displeased Him. And for this reason we can enter once more into the Father’s friendship. 

It is this sacrifice of Calvary offered once and for all for our sins and which gives “all honour and glory” to God that 

Jesus pre-presented at the Last Supper. Both the priest and the victim were the same. And so it was the same 

sacrifice. And it is the same sacrifice as that of the cross which is re-presented on our altars at every Mass. 

The Sacrifice of the Church 

As well as being Christ’s sacrifice the Mass is our sacrifice. It is the sacrifice of the Church. For we who are the 

assembly of the people of Jesus Christ need a visible sacrifice that we may worthily offer to God just as much as did 

our spiritual ancestors the Jews. But there can be no question of our going back to offering animals and first fruits. 

And so, as the Council of Trent declared, Jesus on the night before his death gave his sacrifice to the Apostles in the 

form of a meal that it might be theirs as well as his. So that as the prophet had declared: “In every place from sun’s 

rise to sun’s setting there is sacrifice and pure offering made in my honour.” (Mal. 1: 11.) 

Jesus told the Twelve: “Do this in commemoration of me.” What had he done? He had celebrated with his closest 

friends the Passover meal. This meal was so called because during it the Jews recalled how long ago Yaweh, their 

God, had rescued them from the slavery of Egypt and brought them into the freedom of the Promised Land. They 

remembered how they had been saved. By the blood of the lamb! They recalled how they had eaten that lamb, 

roasted whole without a bone being broken, together with unleavened bread (there was no time to bake) and bitter 

herbs (to remind them of the bitterness of the slavery they were leaving behind).  All this they recalled during the 

course of a speech made by the person presiding over the meal. The Latin for speech is “Preface”. It was a 

thanksgiving speech in which Yahweh’s love and care for his people were recalled. The Greek for blessings is 

“Eucharist”. So a Eucharistic-Preface is a speech of thanksgiving which recalls the blessings of the past. For the 

Jewish religion, as our religion which has sprung from it, is above all historical. Its history is the story of our salvation 

from the power of Satan. 

Yet Israel’s history is a sad story of decline. Long after the time of Moses they were slaves once again, this time in 

Babylon. And after their release from here things weren’t much better. They were oppressed by the Greeks and then 

by the Romans. Nevertheless the past blessings of Yahweh were recalled each year in the same way. For it was the 

unshakeable conviction of Israel that what Yahweh had done in the past He would do again in the future. And the 

inspired writings of the prophets assured them that this new deliverance would be made in so magical a way that it 

defied all rational description. 

On this Passover night then Yahweh is to make good His promises in the person of Jesus. For Jesus Himself is to pass 

over from the slavery of the “flesh” by going through death and rising to new life in the freedom of the Spirit. And so 

during the course of the meal he takes bread and says, “This is my body.” He takes the cup and says, “This is my 

blood in the New Testament which is shed for you.” And he makes the Apostles eat and drink of what he has given 

them. 



In eating and drinking the body and blood of their Lord they themselves share in Christ’s sacrifice of the cross (as we 

have seen the two sacrifices are the same). They share in His death and resurrection, i.e. they share in His passing 

over from the slavery of sin and His rising to glorified spiritual life. The sacrifice of Calvary has been made present in 

the form of a meal and they by eating and drinking at this meal in a mysterious way die and come to life with their 

Lord. As St. Paul says each time we take part in the sacrifice we “Proclaim Christ’s death (and resurrection) until He 

comes.” We make it a reality for ourselves. 

This most sacred of all meals gives us in a more excellent way than any ordinary meal the effects of any joyful family 

meal. We are filled with love for each other and made one in Christ — “the one bread makes us one body.” The 

glorified life of Christ which we received for the first time in Baptism is rejuvenated. Daily faults are forgiven. We are 

strengthened to fight temptation. Finally we are given a pledge (as were the Jews) that Christ will come again, this 

time in glory, to complete our salvation. A more wonderful deliverance lies in the future when Christ comes in power 

at the Parousia. 

Looking then at the Mass as we have it we may distinguish three parts in the Sacrifice:— 

i) The preparation of the gifts of bread and wine. If these are brought to the altar from the back of the church it is 

most suitable that the people accompany this procession with a hymn. The preparation of the gifts ends with the 

“Prayer said over the offerings.” (Secret). 

ii) The Eucharistic Prayer (Preface-Canon). Basically this is one prayer which continues right through until the “little 

elevation” when the priest holds the consecrated host over the consecrated cup and says: “All honour and glory for 

ever and ever.” And the people say: “AMEN.” 

iii) The Rite of Communion. All join with the priest in saying the Lord’s Prayer. The bread is broken and a part 

dropped in the cup. The Agnus Del, said or sung and after three short prayers Holy Communion is distributed. During 

the distribution it is very suitable that a hymn should be sung. The Post-Communion prayer is said. The people are 

dismissed—”Go now,” we are told “and bring Christ to others since He is now with you.” 

“Although the liturgy does not exhaust the whole activity of the Church, it is none the less the summit 

towards which all else leads and from which it derives its power as from its source.” 

Quotation from 1st Session of the 2nd Vatican Council. 

APPENDIX 

What follows is the earliest description of the Holy Mass we have, written in the 2nd century A.D. by St. Justin 

Martyr. He says: 

“On the day which is called the day of the sun we have a common assembly of all who live in the cities or outlying 

districts. The memoirs of the Apostles or the writings of the Prophets are read as long as there is time. Then, when 

the reader has finished the president of the assembly verbally admonishes and invites all to imitate such examples of 

virtue. Then we all stand and offer up our prayers (in common for ourselves, for the newly baptized, for all other 

persons wherever they may be, in order that, since we have found the truth, we may be found worthy through our 

actions to be esteemed as good citizens and observers of the law, and thus attain eternal salvation. At the conclusion 

of the prayers we greet one another with a kiss). And as we said before, after we finish our prayers, bread and wine 

are presented. He who presides likewise offers up prayers and thanksgivings to the best of his ability, and the people 

express their approval by saying “AMEN”. The Eucharistic elements are distributed and consumed by those present, 

and to those who are absent they are sent through the deacons. The wealthy, if they wish, contribute whatever the 

desire, and the collection is placed in the custody of the president . . .”  


