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Dedication and opening of the New Church of St. Dubritius Treforest, Pontypridd by 

His Grace the Archbishop of Cardiff (The Most Rev. Francis Mostyn, D.D.) on the Feast of St. Dubritius  

Monday Nov. 14th 1927 – Pontifical High Mass at 11.30 a.m. – Parish priest: Very Rev. Michael Canon McManus 



 

Nihil Obstat: D. Canonicus Hannon, Censor Deputatus 

Imprimatur: Franciscus, Archiepiscopus Cardiffensis. 

Cardiffiae 11s Novembris, 1927. 



 



Foreword 

The Christian, indeed, believes God is everywhere and that the Divine Immensity fills all space. This faith does not 

exclude the reservation of a special place in which the creature may hold communion with his Creator and worship 

Him. In the Old Testament the dedication of hallowed places was ever done with a certain amount of show and 

ceremony, as seen in the examples of Jacob (Gen. xxviii, i8), of Moses (Lev. viii, io), and of Solomon (iii Kings, 8). This 

ancient precedent was followed under the Christian dispensation, and the setting aside of places for worship was 

surely consecrated by Apostolic usage, though owing to persecution, reference to the dedication of churches is 

extremely rare in earlier Christian times. 

In the beginning, the dedication ceremony of a church was very simple. Thus a letter of Pope Vigilius to the Bishop of 

Bracara (A.D. 538) states: “We know that the consecration of any church, in which shrines are not placed, consists 

merely in the celebration of Mass.” Later on, the primitive ceremonial developed into the full dedication of 

consecration rite as seen in the Roman Pontifical. The modern dedicatory ceremonial assumes two forms, according 

as a church is simply blessed or solemnly consecrated. The law of the church expressly states: “Divine service may 

not be held in a new church before it has been solemnly consecrated or at least dedicated to the worship of God by 

a blessing.” (Can. 1165, i). Dedication, therefore, is performed by either consecration or by blessing. Churches are 

not consecrated unless they are free from debt, and can only then be given over absolutely to the service of God. 

Simple dedication of a church consists in blessing it according to the rite laid down in the Roman Ritual (Tit. viii, Ch. 

26). All Churches and Oratories must be blessed for public worship. Unless they are blessed, no titular feast may be 

celebrated. A titular or patron of a church is that by whose name the church is called. The Ritual lays down (loc. cit., 

par. 12) that when the church is blessed, the simple dedication is completed by a Mass of the mystery or Saint in 

whose honour the church is blessed. It is to participate in this, the final act, of simple dedication that we are now 

gathered together. The Church of St. Dubritius, Treforest, has already been blessed by its founder and parish priest, 

the Very Rev. Michael Canon McManus, before to-day’s final ceremony by permission of the Ordinary of the 

Diocese, His Grace the Archbishop of Cardiff. The Ritual enjoins that the blessing should be done while the building 

was empty, bare, and free from people. To-day, this fine noble building takes the title of St. Dubritius or Dyfrig, a 

great Welsh Bishop, on the feast of the Saint. He is said to have died in Bardsey on November 14th, on which day he 

is honoured in all the ancient calendars. The feast of the translation of his relics to Llandaff used also to be observed 

in May in olden days. As in the calendar of the old Hereford Breviary, so in the modern calendar of the Archdiocese 

of Cardiff, the festival of St. Dubritius, Bishop and Confessor, is observed on November 14th. The Mass and Office of 

the saint, edited by the late Bishop Hedley, O.S.B., has not been finally approved by the Holy See. Hence the proper 

portions of the Mass to-day are taken from the Common of a Bishop and Confessor, as laid down provisionally by a 

recent decree of the S. Congregation of Rites. 

This is the second Church in Treforest dedicated to the Saint. The mission dates from the year 1857, and the modest 

old church in Wood Road wherein Catholics of the district have worshipped for so long a time, to-day gives way to 

this stately, dignified structure, wherein Mass is offered with fullest solemnity for the first time by the Metropolitan 

of the Welsh Province, surrounded by the Metropolitan Chapter of Canons, by a great gathering of clergy, secular 

and regular, and by a concourse of laity, Catholic and non- Catholic. It is an historic occasion, graced also by the 

welcome presence of the Suifragan Bishop of the Province, the Lord Bishop of Menevia, who is the special preacher 

for the occasion. 

The pastor and people of Treforest with full hearts to-day humbly offer to Almighty God their tribute of sacrifice and 

of love in the dedication of this beautiful Church, and they look forward to the day in the near future, when, please 

God, having freed it from debt, they will make the gift complete by consecrating it for ever to the worship of God. 

  



The Sacred Ministers 

FOR 

Pontifical High Mass. 

CELEBRANT: 

THE MOST REV. F. MOSTYN, D.D., Archbishop of Cardiff; Assistant at the Pontifical Throne. 

ASSISTANT PRIEST: 

The Right Rev. Mgr. H. IRVINE, Provost of the Metropolitan Chapter, St. Patrick’s, Cardiff. 

DEACONS AT THE THRONE: 

The Very Rev. PHILIP CANON KELLY, St. Joseph’s, Aberavon. 

The Very Rev. DANIEL CANON HANNON, Administrator, St. David’s Cathedral, Cardiff. 

DEACON OF THE MASS: 

The Rev. D. J. QUIGLEY, PP., St. Helen’s, Barry. 

SUB-DEACON OF THE MASSs: 

The Rev. T. VEARNCOMBE, P.P., Tredegar. 

ARCHBISHOP’S CROSS BEARER: 

The Rev. M. DAVIES, St. Patrick’s, Cardiff. 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES: 

The Rev. J. M. CRONIN, O.C., Archbishop’s Secretary. 

ASSISTANT MASTER OF CEREMONIES: 

The Rev. H. HOLLAND, All Souls’, Senghenydd. 

GENTLEMEN-IN-WAITING: 

F. H. TURNBULL, Esq., Privy Chamberlain of the Sword and Cape to His Holiness the Pope;    

Knight Commander of St. Gregory. 

T. J. CALLAGHAN, ESQ., J.P., Knight Commander of St. Gregory. 

  



PREACHER 

THE RIGHT REV. F. J. VAUGHAN, D.D., Lord Bishop of Menevia. 

THE BISHOP’S CHAPLAIN: 

The Rev. LOUIS MOONEY, P.P., Mountain Ash. 

CANOPY BEARERS. 

Sgt. FULLER, Sgt. GRACE, Sgt. MAHONEY, Sgt. SULLIVAN. 

BISHOP’S ESCORT TO THE CHURCH: 

Messrs. CROSS, DONOVAN, MCGHEE, ATTRIDGE, PHELAN AND DR. KENNEFICK. 

USHERS: 

Messrs. P. COTTER, CHARLES MORGAN, T. QUINN, BERNARD EGAN, JOHN BURKE, STANLEY DALEY, JOHN O’SHEA, 

AND JOHN O’BRIEN. 

COLLECTORS: 

Messrs. JOHN DONOVAN, JOHN CALLAGHAN, STEPHEN LYNCH, MICHAEL HEGARTY, AND JOSEPH HOPE. 

 

MUSIC FOR THE MASS. 

Ecce Sacerdos . . . Stadler 

Kyrie . . . (pg. 12) . . . Turner 

Gloria . . . (pg. 13) . . . Turner 

Credo . . . (pg. 18) . . . Turner 

Offertory . . “Ave Maria” . . . Gounod  

(With ‘Cello obligato.) 

Sanctus and Benedictus (pg. 25) . . . Turner 

Agnus Dei . . . (pg. 31) . . . Turner 

Hymn: “Causa Nostrae Laetiti.” 

Mr. WILLIAM CROWLEY, Choirmaster. 

  



Order of Service 

FOR 

Pontifical High Mass. 

PREPARATION. 

On the altar of the Church are seven candles, six as usual, and a seventh higher than the others, in the middle. On 

the table of the altar are the vestments for the Archbishop, namely the chasuble, gloves on a dish, dalmatic, tunicle, 

stole, alb and amice. The colour of the vestments is that of the feast, white. 

There are two mitres on the altar: the precious mitre on the Gospel or left side, and the gold mitre on the Epistle 

side. The precious mitre used to-day is known as the Welsh mitre. Of Gothic design with very fine wrought metal, it 

has in repoussè work a dove on the front, symbolic of the Holy Ghost; and two panels on back of St. David and St. 

Winefride, with the inscription: 

“Sant Dewi S. Gwenfrewi” 

“Gweddiwch dros Gymru.” 

At the apex over this double panel is an exact copy of the famous ancient “Ariandlws” (“ Silver harp”), which from 

time immemorial the Mostyns have had the right of bestowing on the Pencerdd at eisteddfodau, convoked in past 

ages by Royal mandate. 

On the altar also is the Pallium, the symbol of the pontifical office, which is worn by the Pope and, only on certain 

days at Pontifical Mass, by Archbishops to whom it is granted by the Pope. Worn by archbishops it typifies their 

participation in the supreme pastoral power of the Pope in the province over which they rule. It is a narrow white 

band with crosses, three jewels on pins being inserted when worn round the neck. Two pendant bands hang in front 

and behind. 

A throne is prepared on the Gospel side, with places for the Assistant Priest and Deacons of the Throne near at hand. 

On the Epistle side, is a seat prepared for the Deacon and Subdeacon of the Mass. 

 

 

THE PROCESSION TO THE CHURCH. 

When all is ready, the Archbishop leaves the presbytery, vested in his robes as a Bishop Assistant at the Pontifical 

Throne, over which he wears the Cappa Magna. He is preceded by the archiepiscopal cross, and followed by the 

Canons of the Metropolitan Chapter, the dignitaries, and the clergy. The Archbishop walks under a canopy and is 

escorted by men of the parish. Outside the door, he is presented with a golden key, there being present the 

Architect, Mr. George Arthur Lynham, and Messrs. Thomas Morgan and Partners, Builders, Pontypridd. 

On entering the church, the parish priest, Very Rev. M. Canon McManus, presents the Archbishop with holy water 

with which he blesses all present. As the procession moves up the nave, the congregation stands. The following is 

the order observed: 

The Altar Servers. 

The Gentlemen-in-Waiting. 

The Archiepiscopal Cross. 



The Archbishop of Cardiff, with 

The Canons in attendance. 

The Lord Bishop of Menevia. 

The Clergy. 

The Choir sings the “Ecce Sacerdos.” 

At the altar, after silent prayer, the Archbishop proceeds to his throne where he vests for Mass. The Cappa Magna is 

taken off. He is attended by the gentlemen-in-waiting for the washing of the hands. He is then vested with the 

vestments from the altar by the Deacon and Subdeacon of the Mass, who have already put on their own vestments. 

The Assistant Priest vests, meantime, in his Cope; the Deacons assistant at the Throne put on their Dalmatics. When 

all are vested, the service begins. 

The Lord Bishop of Menevia, accompanied by his Chaplain, sits in a special place in the sanctuary, on the Epistle side. 

 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 



 



 



 

  



 

 

Admission to the ceremony was by ticket, one of which is preserved in the parish archive: 

 

 

 

Opening of new Church 

Treforest 

Monday, November 14th. 1927 

At 11.30 a.m. 

 

This ticket must be produced at the church door. 

 


