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Pontypridd – the Town of which we are Proud. 

 

One hundred and fifty years ago Pontypridd, as we know it, did not exist. In its place stood two pubs and two 

bridges. 

Famous Old Bridge. This remarkable hump-backed bridge marks the culmination of three attempts to carry a road 

across the Taff at this particular spot. Its builder was William Edwards. His first bridge was most likely wooden, but 

two and a half years after it was finished it was swept away by one of the great Taff floods. His next bridge at the 

present site consisted of a single span, and was of the same dimensions as the present bridge. The weight of the 

haunches was so great that the keystone was forced, and the bridge collapsed. Frustrated but not defeated, Edwards 

built a third bridge, successfully completing it in 17Th. It is still standing, and seems likely to do so for many years to 

come. The old structure possesses not a little architectural distinction, and while it is quite unsuited to modern 

traffic it must have been a boon to pedestrians in those far-off days. It served the farmers who crossed the Taff on 

their way to Llantrisant. How many bridges cross the Taff to-day? In the 16th century there were only four,  all of 

timber. 

Coal was discovered about 100 years ago. The first known colliery level 

was opened at Gyfeillon in 1790 by Dr. Griffiths; in 1841 the Maritime 

Colliery was opened, and this was followed in 1842 by the Darran Ddu. 

With the development of the coalfield a village was born. A new bridge 

with a horizontal roadway was erected, which gave its name to the 

village, Newbridge. 

About 1856, the late Mr Charles Bassett, then postmaster of the village, 

changed the name (because of constant confusion with Newbridge in 

Monmouthshire) to Pontypridd. The syllable “ty” is missing. The original 

name was “Pont-y-ty-pridd,” or the “Bridge bf the Mud House,” an 

allusion to the fact that a bridge stood by the side of the ancient Ty Un 

Nos, or a mud hut that was built in one night. 



 

Welsh National Anthem. Both the author and composer of “Hen Wlad fy Nhadau” were born in Mill Street, 

Pontypridd. The old Factory, where Jeremy’s grocer’s shop now stands marks the actual spot. A white marble tablet 

affixed to the wall commemorates the event. A joint memorial to the author and composer was erected in the Park 

in the summer of 1930. It is a magnificent memorial, symbolising Poetry and Music, the work of Sir Goscombe John, 

R.A. It reads: 

In Memory of  

EVAN JAMES and JAMES JAMES 

1809—1878     1832—1902 

Father and Son, of Pontypridd, 

who inspired by a deep and tender love of their native land united poetry to song and gave to Wales her National 

Hymn, 

“Hen Wlad fy Nhadau.” 

 

Rocking Stone on the Common. The geological strata in the Stone is foreign to this area, but it is similar to that 

found, in the Brecon Beacons. It is deduced from this that the Stone was carried down to Pontypridd in the Ice Age. 

The Stone was undoubtedly used for many years by the Druids in their worship. It weighs 9½  tons. 

Pontypridd as we know it to-day. Some years ago a noble Lord, referring to our town, said: “It was beautiful of 

situation.” That remark was apt and appropriate, for, nestling as it does at the junction of the Taff and Rhondda 

Valley, with Graig-yr-Hesg in the background, it has a situation that many towns might envy. One very great asset of 

Pontypridd is its Memorial Park, situated at Ynysangharad, covering 46 acres. It was acquired by public subscriptions 

and grants from the Miners’ Welfare. Fund but the art and skill shown in its lay-out and development reflect great 

credit on those responsible for the work. Provision is made for recreation of every description—cricket, tennis, 

bowls, football, miniature golf, etc., while an excellent open-air swimming bath is the envy of many other towns. The 

children have their own playing park and swimming pool. Lord Allenby opened the Park in 1923. 

We are indebted to Mr Wilfred Cowdry, Librarian, for access to important reference books. 

(Laurence Thomas, Gregory Marsh.) 


