
    St Dyfrig’s Parish 

     Registers & Archives 

Document 17    

 

Local Saints of the Celtic Era 

Extracts from a book published in 1836 by Revd Rice Rees 

 

Original Content: 
 

Google Books have made the following book available on-line: 

An Essay on the Welsh Saints, or the Primitive Christians usually considered to have been the founders of 
churches in Wales.  
 
By the Rev. Rice Rees, M. A.  
 
Fellow of Jesus College, Oxford, and Professor of Welsh at St. David's College, Lampeter.  
 
London:  LONGMAN, REES, ORME, BROWN, GREEN, AND LONGMAN;  
          REES, LLANDOVERY; AND BIRD, CARDIFF.  
 

 

Copyright: 
 

The book was published in 1836 and it is clearly more than 70 years since the death of the author, so the text has 

now entered the public domain. The text relevant to local saints has been extracted and the footnotes correctly 

formatted in 2011 by Rev Gareth Leyshon. 

 

 

 

 

For Further Information 
 

St Dyfrig’s Parish Homepage: http://www.pontypriddrcdeanery.org.uk/churches/treforest.html 

To contact the parish:  Telephone UK  01443 402 439 / International Dialling  +44  1443 402 439 

 In writing: St Dyfrig’s Presbytery, Broadway, Treforest, PONTYPRIDD. CF37 1DB  (Wales, UK) 

By email: Use the contact page at http://www.pontypriddrcdeanery.org.uk/churches/treforest/contact.html and  

  please ensure you enter your email address correctly, or we will be unable to reply to you. 

http://books.google.co.uk/books/about/An_essay_on_the_Welsh_saints_or_the_prim.html?id=H8IclDShLSYC
http://www.pontypriddrcdeanery.org.uk/churches/treforest.html
http://www.pontypriddrcdeanery.org.uk/churches/treforest/contact.html


Local Saints of the Celtic Era 

St Dyfrig or St Dubricius 

 

Two localities rather ill defined contend for the honour of St Dyfrig’s birth, namely the banks of the Gwain 

near Fishguard, Pembrokeshire,1 and the banks of the Wye in Herefordshire. On the part of the former it 
has been contended that he has been called "Dyfrig of Langweyn, Gwaynianus, and Vaginensis," —
vagina being the Latin translation of the Welsh name "Gwain." On behalf of the latter, the Life of Dubricius 

by John of Teignmouth, and another by Benedict of Gloucester,2 affirm, that he was born at Miserbdil on 

the Wye, and that the name was afterwards changed by Dubricius to Mochros. The claims of either place 

would be equally consistent with the idea that he was a grandson of Brychan, but the Welsh genealogies 

are silent upon the subject. The weight of evidence is in favour of the latter, as there happen to be in a 
part of Herefordshire, called Erchenfield, a church (Whitchurch) and two chapels (Ballingham and 

Hentland, subject to Lugwardine,) which are dedicated to Dubricius, all of which are situated near the 

Wye.3 While in Pembrokeshire there is not a single church which bears the name of the saint. As for the 
translation of Gwain into Vagina, it should not be forgotten that the Latin name of the Wye was "Vaga," 

from which in the corrupt state of the Latin language there would be no difficulty in forming the adjective 

Vaginensis. John of Teignmouth says that his mother was Eurdila,4 the daughter of Peiban, a certain 
regulus of Cambria, but that his father's name was unknown.  

 

One of the Warwick chroniclers' says that his father was a king of Erging or Erchenfield, by name Pepiau;5 

and an old commentator upon the Book of Llandaff asserts that the same statement originally appeared in 

that document, but that a later hand, wishing to make a correction, had mutilated the manuscript.6 If 

these authorities can be depended upon, the unknown person is discovered, for Pabiali, the son of 
Brychan, is also called Papai; and the hypothesis that Dyfrig was a grandson of Brychan is satisfactorily 

explained. It is said that he founded a college at Henllan on the Wye, where he remained seven years 

before he removed to Mochros on the same river; and in support of the assertion it may be said that 

Hentland in Erchenfield, where on a farm called Lanfrother traces of former importance were lately 

remaining, is dedicated to St. Dubricius. The other place is supposed to be Moccas, in the same district 
and not many miles distant. John of Teignmouth gives a list of his most distinguished disciples at 

Henllan, which it is needless to transcribe as it is not chronologically correct. According to Achau y Saint 

he was consecrated bishop of Llandaff by St. Germanus, which can hardly be admitted, for Germanus died 

A. D. 448 and Dubricius was living in 520, so that he must have held his episcopal honours for the 

improbable period of seventy years. The utmost that can be granted is to suppose with Archbishop Usher, 

that he was appointed bishop of Llandaff about A.D. 470, which however is rather too early; and that he 
was raised by Ambrosius to the archbishopric of Caerleon, upon the death of Tremounus or Tremorinus, 

in 490.7 

  

                                                           
1
 Cambrian Register, Vol. II. p. 202. 

2
 Benedict was a monk of Gloucester, and his Life of St. Dubricius, written about A. D. 1120, is published 

in Wharton's Anglia Sacra. 

3
 Is not St. Devereux, Herefordshire, a Norman rendering of Dubricius? 

4
 Eurddyl 

5
 Usher de Primordiis, Cap. XIII. 

6
 De Jure et Fundatione Landavensis Ecclesise a Registro Landavensi. —"Supra dictus rex Ergic, Peipiau 

nomine, fuit pater Sancti Dubricii; prout habetur in Chronicis apud Collegium de Warwick; et supra nomen 

dicti Regis patris Sancti Dubricii prius recte scribebatur antiqua manu, et quidam novellus voluit corrigere, 

sed scripturam antiquam corripuit et malefecit." (Additamentum recentius.) Wharton's Anglia Sacra. 

7
 Usher de Primordiis, Cap. V. et Index Chronologicus. 



In this part of the subject, it is necessary to pause awhile to consider the general state of the Church. It 

does not appear that the Principality of Wales was in this age divided into dioceses, or that there were any 

established bishops' sees; for it is generally agreed upon that the bishoprics of St. David's, Llanbadarn, 
Bangor, and St. Asaph, were not founded till some time in the following century.8 The archbishopric of 

Caerleon was the only exception, and its permanency depended upon the importance which that place had 

maintained from the time it was occupied by the Romans. The jurisdiction of its archbishop, according to 

the rule observable in other parts of the Empire, would be co-extensive with the Roman province of 
Britannia Secunda; and his suffragans were so many "Chorepiscopi" without any settled place of 

residence;9 thus the names occur of Tudwal in Carnarvonshire, Cynin at Llangynin, Gistlianus at Menevia, 
Paulinus at Tygwyn, all of whom are called bishops, and to their number may be added Dubricius, bishop 

of Llandaff. The influence of the latter, together with the liberality of Meurig ab Tewdrig, king of 
Glamorgan, was the means of making the see of Llandaff permanent;10 whence Dubricius is said to have 

been its first bishop. It appears, however, that after his promotion to the archbishopric of Caerleon, he still 

retained the bishopric of Llandaff; and that he mostly resided at the latter place, from which he is called 

archbishop of Llandaff.11 But that the title still belonged to Caerleon, is clear from the fact that St. David, 
his successor in the primacy, was appointed archbishop of Caerleon; and though the bishopric of Llandaff 

merged into the archbishopric in the person of Dubricius, it was not extinguished; for, upon his 

resignation of the primacy, Teilo was appointed bishop of Llandaff, as if the title had been kept distinct. 

 

St. David, after his election, removed the archiepiscopal see from Caerleon to Menevia, where he had lived 

before as Chorepiscopus. His successor was Cynog, who was translated to Menevia from Llanbadarn.12 
The third primate after Dubricius was Teilo, who, having appointed a suffragan at Menevia, continued his 
residence at Llandaff;13 and is therefore styled its archbishop;14 but the migratory nature of the primacy 

seems to have weakened its stability, and it is not certain who was the next metropolitan. The partizans of 

the church of Llandaff, at a later time, contended that St. Oudoceus, its third bishop, succeeded to the 

archiepiscopal honours of Teilo;15 while the clergy of Menevia, who exhibit the name of Teilo in their own 
catalogue, maintained that Ceneu, their fourth archbishop, transmitted the primacy to a long list of 

successors. From a comparison of a variety of testimonies, it appears that upon the death of Teilo, the 
dignity sunk between contending parties; and at the time of the conference between St. Augustine and the 

British bishops it does not seem to have retained its existence.16 The title was, however, occasionally 

assumed by the different prelates who contended for it; and in the year 809 there were no less than three 

candidates for supremacy, a claim having been set up by the bishop of Bangor.17 

 
The bishops of Wales, as well as its princes, were jealous of each other's ascendancy; and it is clear that a 

title so ill defined could be only a dignity of assumption, but the preponderance seems generally to have 

inclined in favour of Menevia or St. David's. These irregularities, though perplexing to the antiquary, are 

important as a proof of the independence of the ancient British Church; for had it been subject to the see 

of Rome, an appointment from the Pope would have settled all disputes; and Giraldus Cambrensis, upon 

                                                           
8
 In strictness the see of St. David's may be said to have commenced with Gistlianus, but as it had no 

diocese until it is was formed into an archbishopric by St. David, its existence is usually dated from that 

event. 

9
 Bingham's Antiquities of the Christian Church, Book II; and Stillingfleet's Origines Britannicae, Chap. II. 

10
 Registrant Landavense apud Godwin et Usher. 

11
 Achau y Saint, Registrum Landavense, and Godwin's Bishops. 

12
 Giraldus Cambrensis. 

13
 Usher de Primordiis, Cap. XIV. p, 560. 

14
 Godwin. Usher, Cap. V. 

15
 Usher, Cap. V. p. 86. 

16
 Bede, Lib. I. Cap. 27, Lib. II. Cap. 2.—Giraldi Retractationes, apud Wharton. 

17
 'Oed Crist 809, y bu farw Elfod Archescob Gwynedd, ac y bu diffyg ar yr haul, ac y bu terfysg mawr ym 

mhlith y Gwyr Eglwysig achaws y Pasc, canys ni fynnai Escobion Llandaf a Mynyw ymroddi dan 

Archescob Gwynedd lie yr oeddynt eu hunain yn Archescobion hyn o fraint."—Myvyrian Archaiology, Vol. 

II. p. 474. 



referring the question to that tribunal in the twelfth century, was unable to prove that any Welsh prelate 

had ever received the pall [pallium].18 The constitution of an archbishopric, in the first instance, was a 

continuation of the plan established under the Roman government; but when its authority was once 
shaken, the interminable commotions of the people would prevent its effectual restoration: and in the 

register of the Catholic Church, exhibited by the Pope to Giraldus, the names of the four Welsh bishoprics 

are given simply, without explaining that any one of them had authority over the rest, or that they were 

subject to a foreign metropolitan.19 The gradual reduction of Wales by the English, obliged them to submit 

to the jurisdiction of Canterbury. 

 
Dubricius is distinguished as the founder of colleges; and besides those, already mentioned, on the banks 

of the Wye, it is more rational to suppose that he, and not St. Germanus, was the founder of the colleges 

of Llancarfan, Caerworgorn, and Caerleon. At any rate, if the origin of those institutions be referred to this 

generation, which it is necessary to do to avoid anachronisms, they are situated so closely under the 

jurisdiction of Dubricius that they could not have been founded without his concurrence. 
 

[Two of the colleges are associated with St Cattwg and St Illtud, see below.] 

 

The last college, the foundation of which may be attributed to Dubricius, was at Caerleon; and, according 

to some copies of Geoffrey of Monmouth, it contained two hundred philosophers who studied astronomy 

and other sciences. 
 

[At the beginning of the sixth century A.D.] Dubricius still continued to preside over the see of Caerleon, 

and it is said that he had the honour of crowning king Arthur. In his time the Pelagian heresy, which for a 

while had been suppressed by St. Germanus, had increased to such a degree that it required an 

extraordinary effort to check its progress, and, if possible, to extinguish it. Accordingly a synod of the 
whole clergy of Wales was convened at Llanddewi Brefi, in Cardiganshire, and the following is the account 

given of it by Giraldus Cambrensis in his " Life of St. David."— 

 

"The detestable heresy of the Pelagians, although formerly extinguished through the labours of 

Germanus of Auxerre, and Lupus of Troyes, when they came over to this island; this pestilence, 

although once suppressed, sprung up anew, and gave occasion for convening a general synod of all 
the churches of Wales. All the bishops, and abbots, and religious of different orders, together with 

the princes and laymen, were assembled at Brefi in the county of Cardigan. When many discourses 

had been delivered in public, and were ineffectual to reclaim the Pelagians from their error, at 

length Paulinus, a bishop, with whom David had studied in his youth, very earnestly entreated 

that that holy, discreet, and eloquent man might be sent for. Messengers were therefore 
despatched to desire his attendance; but their importunity was unavailing with the holy man, he 

being so fully and intently given up to contemplation that urgent necessity alone could induce him 

                                                           
18

 The whole controversy may be seen in Wharton's Anglia Sacra. The story of Samson, archbishop of St. 

David's, and the pall, which was virtually surrendered by Giraldus in his chapter of Retractions, is 

completely overthrown by Archbishop Usher. Primordia, Cap. V. 

19
 The account of this particular must be given in Giraldus's own words, as the force of the argument 

depends upon the construction of Latin.— "Accidit autem, ut vespera quadam, cum ad Papam in camera 

sua Giraldus accessisset; cum semper eum benignum satis et benevolum, ut videbatur, invenire 

consueverit; tunc forte prseter solitum amicabilem magis et affabilem ipsum invenit. Inter primos igitur 

affatus, cum de jure Menevensis Ecclesise Metropolitico mentio facta fuisset; prsecepit Papa Registrum 

afferri, ubi de universo fidelium orbe singulorum regnorum, tarn Metropoles per ordinem, quam earum 

quoque Suffraganese numerantur Ecclesiae Pontificaies. Et cum verteretur ad regnum Anglorum, 

scriptum in hunc modum ibidem et lectum fuit. "Cantuariensis Metropolis Suffraganeas habet Ecclesias 

istas, Roffensem, Londoniensem," et cecteras per ordinem. Enumeratis autem singulis Suffraganeis 

Ecclesiasticis Angliae; interposita Rubrica tali De Wallia, prosequitur in hunc modum. "In Wallia 

Menevensis Ecclesia, Landavensis, Bangoriensis, et de Sancto Asaph." Quo audito, subjecit Papa quasi 

insultando et subridendo. Ecce Menevensis Ecclesia connumeratur. Respondit1 Giraldus. Sed non eo 

modo connumeratur ista vel aliae de Wallia per accusatirum scilicet, sicut Suffraganeae de Anglia. Quod si 

fieret, tunc revera reputari possent subjects. Cui Papa. Bene, inquit, hoc notfisti. Sed est et aliud, quod 

similiter pro vobis et Ecclesia vestrft facit, de Rubrica sc.interposM; quae quidem in Registro nusquam 

apponitur, nisi ubi transitus fit, de regno ad regnum, vel Metropoli ad Metropolim. Verum est, inquit 

Giraldus; Et Wallia quidem portio est regni Anglicani et non per se regnum. Ad quod Papa. Unum sciatis, 

quod non est contra Tos Registrum nostrum. 



to pay any regard to temporal or secular concerns. At last, two holy men, namely Daniel20 and 

Dubricius, went over to him. By them he was persuaded to come to the synod; and after his arrival, 

such was the grace and eloquence with which he spoke, that he silenced the opponents, and they 
were utterly vanquished.21 But Father David, by the common consent of all, whether clergy or laity,  

(Dubricius having resigned in his favour,) was elected primate of the Cambrian Church."— 

 

This is the account generally received, and it is said that St. Dubricius, worn down with years and longing 

for retirement, withdrew to a monastery in the island of Enlli or Bardsey, where he died A. D. 522. He was 

buried in the island, where his remains lay undisturbed till A. D. 1120, when Urban, bishop of Llandaff, 
through the favour of Radulphus, archbishop of Canterbury, obtained the permission of David, bishop of 

Bangor, and Griffith, prince of North Wales, to remove them.22 They were accordingly translated to 

Llandaff, where they were interred with great pomp and solemnity in the cathedral, which had been rebuilt 

a short time before from its foundation.  

 
But the most remarkable feature in the history of the proceeding is the fact that the bones of the saint 

were discovered with great difficulty. Inquiry was made into the monuments of the past, and the oldest 

writings were searched in order to ascertain where his body had been deposited; by whom, how, and at 

what time it was buried. The passage of the Book of Llandaff, which records these particulars, though 

written when the Romish religion was at its highest ascendency, has therefore, in making this admission, 

betrayed the inference, that in whatever esteem the Britons of the primitive Church might have held the 
memory of their holy men, they could not have worshipped their relics. The body of the great archbishop of 

Caerleon, whose reputation for sanctity was almost equal to that of St. David, lay unenshrined for six 

centuries. His example, however, in retiring to close his life in Bardsey, was so extensively followed, that 

according to the exaggerations of after ages, no less than twenty thousand saints were interred in the 

island, the entire surface of which was covered with their ashes; but his remains were so little regarded 
that other bodies were buried over him, and how his relics were afterwards distinguished from the general 

heap is a problem which the author of the record has left unexplained.23 His death was commemorated on 

the fourth of November, and his translation on the twenty ninth of May. 

 

 

St Cattwg (often confused with St Cadoc) 
 

The first principal or abbot of Llancarfan was Cattwg, the eldest son of Gwynllyw Filwr, of whom it is 

recorded that he chose a life of religion and learning rather than succeed to his father's principality. On 

account of his wisdom he is generally known by the appellation of Cattwg Ddoeth, or the Wise, and a large 

collection of his maxims and moral sayings, both in prose and verse, is preserved in the third volume of 
the Myvyrian Archaiology. His college, like all the rest founded in Wales in the infancy of monastic 

institutions, seems to have partaken of the characters both of a monastery and a place of education; and 

several of the most eminent of the Welsh bards and clergy were ranked among its members. Though it is 

said to have been situated at Llancarfan, the particular spot on which it stood was called Llanfeithin, for 

which reason the names are used indiscriminately. It is said that Dubricius was so partial to the society of 

Cattwg that he made him his companion in his travels; and, that they might be more constantly together, 
Dubricius continued to live at a place, near Llanfeithin, called Garnllwyd, after he was appointed bishop; 

but the statement must be received with some qualification, as his usual residence was at Llandaff or 

Caerleon.  

                                                           
20

 Intended for Daniel, the first bishop of Bangor, whose life, to avoid an anachronism, should be placed a 

full generation later. 

21
 Life of St. Dubricius in Wharton. 

22
 Tradition points to the site of the church of Llanddewi Brefi as the spot -where this memorable sermon 

was preached, and Cressy relates, with a devout faith, that the following miracles took place upon the 

occasion.— "When all the fathers assembled enjoined David to preach, he commanded a child which 

attended, and had lately been restored to life by him, to spread a napkin under his feet, and standing 

upon it, he began to expound the Gospel and the Law to the auditory: all the while that this oration 

continued, a snow-white dove descending from heaven sat upon his shoulders; and moreover the earth on 

which he stood raised itself under him till it became a hill, from whence his voice like a trumpet was 

clearly heard, and understood by all, both near and far off; on the top of which hill a church was 

afterwards built, and remains to this day." 

23
 Cambrian Biography 



 

Cattwg was an attendant at the court of Arthur; and though for the sake of convenience the particulars of 

his life are detailed in this generation, his history belongs more properly to the following, as he is said to 
have lived to the patriarchal age of a hundred and twenty years,24 and the assertion is in some measure 

borne out by the great discrepancy in the ages of persons who shared his instructions. He is considered to 

be the founder of several churches. [List not reproduced here.] 

 

Besides the foregoing, Penrhos, subject to Llandeilo Cresenni, Monmouthshire, and Trefethin under 

Llanofer, in the same county, are dedicated to him. None of these require any particular notice, except 
Caerleon, which, from its situation, might be suspected to have been the metropolitan church of Cambria. 

The cathedral must, however, have been some other building, as the archbishopric was founded before the 

time of Cattwg, and those who filled the see must have possessed a church from which they derived their 

title. Geoffrey of Monmouth, who, for want of better authority, may be followed in this instance, says25 the 

cathedral was dedicated to St. Aaron, the martyr; but it was not in existence in the time of that writer, and 
all traces of it have been forgotten. The epithet of Doeth, attached to the name of Cattwg, has induced 

certain Romish writers to confound him with St. Sophias, bishop of Beneventum in Italy, and the 

accumulated history of these persons may be seen in Cressy. Cattwg is commemorated in the Calendar, 

Feb. 24.26 

 

St Illtyd (or Iltutus) 
 

The next college is Caerworgorn, the first principal of which was Illtyd or St. Iltutus, from which it was 

called Cor or Bangor Illtyd. The place at which it was situated is now known by the name of Llanilltyd 

Fawr, or Lantwit Major: but with respect to the age of Iltutus some uncertainty prevails; for while one 

account says that he was appointed to this college by St. Germanus,27 and therefore before A. D. 450, 
another account states that he was a soldier in the train of Arthur, and that he was persuaded by Cattwg 

Ddoeth to renounce the world and devote himself to religion.28 The last statement would bring down the 

date of his appointment to A. D. 520. The first date has been already shown to be wrong, and the last 

depends upon his legendary life.  

 

His position in his own genealogy, and the age of persons said to have been members of his college, would 
show that his appointment took place before the close of this century.29 He was by birth an Armorican, 

being the son of Bicanys by a sister of Emyr Llydaw, whom John of Teignmouth calls Itieniguilida; and 

was therefore the great nephew of St. Germanus.30 As the Welsh authorities call him Illtyd Farchog, or the 

knight, he was probably distinguished for his military career before he left his native country. Like Cattwg 

he attended the court of Arthur, and though both of them are said in the Triads to have been knights 
there, the title must have had reference to their past achievements, for it is immediately added that they 

were devoted to the law of God and the faith in Christ.31 According to the Regestum Landavense,32 Iltutus, 

having built a church, and afterwards a monastery at Lantwit under the patronage of Meirchion, a 

chieftain of Glamorgan, opened a school, which was filled with a large number of disciples. But as some of 

those whose names are enumerated, are also known to have studied elsewhere, it may be inferred that it 

was not an unusual practice to migrate from one college to another. There appears to have been no 
appointed age at which members were admitted. Besides the youth who resorted to these institutions for 

instruction, old men often passed the remainder of their days in them, devoting their time to religious 

exercises; and these contingencies being borne in mind, much apparent contradiction will be obviated. 

                                                           
24

 Myvyrian Archaiology, Vol. III. p. 2.  

25
 According to the Latin copy, as quoted by Usher 

26
 Mr Sharon Turner cites a Latin Life of Cattwg under the name of Cadocus, from the Cottonian MSS. 

Vesp. A. 14. and Titus D. 22. 

27
 Achau y Saint. 

28
 Johannes Tinmuthensis, apud Usher 

29
 The Regestum Landavense says he was appointed by St. Dubricius. t 

30
 In another account it is said that his mother was Gweryla, daughter of Tewdrig, king of Glamorgan.  

31
 Triads 121 & 122, Third Series. 

32
 Apud Usher, Cap. XIII. 



 

The name of Illtyd is connected with several churches, besides that of Llanilltyd Fawr or Lantwit; he may 

be considered the founder of Penbre, Carmarthenshire,33 Ilston, and Newcastle, Glamorganshire;34 and 
also of Llantrisaint in the latter county in conjunction with St. Tyfodwg and St. Gwynno, from which 

circumstance the church derives its name, implying "the church of the three saints."35 Ecton records Illtyd 

as the patron saint of Llanhary, and Llantryddid, Glamorganshire, as well as of Llanhileth, 

Monmouthshire, and Llantwood or Llantwyd, Pembrokeshire. The following chapels are dedicated to 

him,—Llanilltyd Faerdre under Llantrisaint, and Lantwit subject to Neath, Glamorganshire, Capel Illtyd 

subject to Dyfynog, Brecknockshire, and Llanelltyd under Llanfachraith, Merionethshire. Independently of 
the churches which he founded, the memory of Illtyd is honoured by the Welsh on account of his having 

introduced among them an improved method of ploughing: before his time they were accustomed to 

cultivate their grounds with the mattock and over-treading plough (aradr arsang,) implements, which, the 

compiler of a Triad upon husbandry observes, were still used by the Irish.36 Mr. Owen says he died about 

A. D. 480, but it is evident his life extended through a considerable part of the sixth century, which may 
more properly be said to be the age in which he flourished.  

 

According to Cressy his commemoration was held Feb. 7, but the year in which he died was uncertain. 

Tradition affirms that he was buried near the chapel that bears his name in Brecknockshire, where there 

is a place called Bedd Gwyl Illtyd, or the grave of St. Illtyd's eve, from its having been a custom to watch 

there during the night previous to the saint's day.37 In the church-yard of Lantwit Major a large stone may 
be seen with three several inscriptions, one of them purporting that it was the cross of Iltutus and 

Samson, another that Samson raised the cross for his soul, and the third that one Samuel was the 

carver.38 

 

St Gwynno 
 

Gwynno, or Gwynnog ab Gildas, a member of the society of Cattwg, and the patron saint of Y Faenor, 

Brecknockshire. His festival is Oct. 26; and he is not to be confounded with Gwenog, a virgin, the saint of 

Llanwenog, Cardiganshire. Under the name of Gwynno,he is considered to have been one of the three 

founders of Llantrisaint, Glamorganshire; and Llanwynno, a chapel under Llantrisaint, is dedicated to 

him. Llanwnog in the county of Montgomery claims him for its founder under the name of Gwynnog; and 
in the chancel window of this church he is delineated in painted glass in episcopal habits, with a mitre on 
his head, and a crosier in his hand; underneath is an inscription in old English characters, "Sanctus 

Gwinocus, cujus animae propitietur Deus. Amen."39 

 

 

St Tyfodwg 
 

Tyfodwg was one of the associates of Cadfan, but the pedigree assigned to him in the Cambrian Biography 

is inconsistent with chronology. He was the founder of Llandyfodwg, Glamorganshire, and one of the three 

founders of Llantrisaint in the same county. There is also a chapel under Llantrisaint, called Ystrad 

Tyfodwg. 
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 Chapels to Penbre,—Llannon (St. Non) and Llandurry. There appears also to have been a chapel 

dedicated to St. Non in the parish of Ilston. 

34
 Chapels to Newcastle,—Bettws (St. David,) Laleston (St. David,) and Tithegston (St. Tudwg ab Tyfodwg.) 

35
 Chapels to Llantrisaint,—Llanilltyd or Lantwit Faerdre (St. Illtyd,) Ystrad Dyfodwg (St. Tyfodwg,) 

Llanwonno (St. Gwynno,) Aberdar (St. John the Baptist,) and St. John's chapel (St. John the Baptist.) In 

the dedications of the foregoing chapels, some historical allusions may be traced. Four of them seem to 

refer to the fact, that St. David, who was the son of Non, was a pupil of St. Iltutus, and three others have 

reference to the founders of the mother church. 

36
 Triad 56, Third Series. 

37
 Jones's Brecknockshire, Vol. II. p. 683. 

38
 Gibson's Camden, Vol. II.—There is a Life of St. Illtut, abbot, in the Cottonian MSS. Vespasian A. XIV. 

39
 Cambrian Quarterly Magazine, Vol. I. 



Less local, but of interest for reasons of culture or disambiguation... 

 

St Cadog 
 

Cadog, the son of Brychan, is said to have been buried in France, which identifies him with Rheidiog in 

the Cognacio and Llewelyn Offeiriad. He is not to be confounded with Cattwg the abbot of Llancarfan who 

was a descendant of Brychan in the second if not in the third degree. 

 

 The distinction did not escape Cressy who falls into a great part of the confusion though he warns his 
reader against it According to this author he died AD 490 and is commemorated in the Calendar Jan 24. 

The churches founded by him are Llanspyddyd Brecknockshire subject to which is the chapel of Bettws or 

Penpont and Llangadog Fawr Carmarthenshire under which are Llanddeusant St Simon and St Jude 

Capel Gwynfai and Capel Tydyst now in ruins There was formerly a chapel in the parish of Kidwelly 

dedicated to Cadog and perhaps one or two churches which have been confounded with those attributed 
to Cattwg ought to be added to the number. 

 

St Brigid of Kildare 

 

It would not be proper to close this generation without some notice of Ffraid, for though she was not a 

Welsh saint, her memory has been held in great respect in the Principality. She is more generally known 
by the names of St. Bridget or St. Bride, and, according to Llyfr Bodeulwyn,40 she was the daughter of 

Cadwrthai, an Irishman; but other MSS. state that she was of Scottish41 parentage, being the daughter of 

Dwyppws ab Cefyth or Dwpdagws. The Latin life of this saint says that her father, Dubtachus, was an 

Irishman, and that she was born at Fochart, in the county of Lowth; and Archbishop Usher places the 

date of her birth in the year 453. The Welsh and Irish accounts agree in describing her as a nun, and it is 
said that she received the veil from Maccaleus, one of the disciples of St. Patrick. In her native country her 

celebrity appears to have been exceeded only by that of the great Apostle of Ireland himself, and in Wales 

no less than eighteen churches and chapels are dedicated to her. [Catalogue omitted.] 

 

From the extent of the parishes attached, it may be inferred, that the foundations of several of these 

churches are of considerable antiquity, and seem to belong to the class of those dedicated to St. Michael 
and St. Peter. There is a vague tradition that St. Bridget visited Wales, which may in some degree account 

for the homage she has received; but veneration for this holy person has, for some unknown cause of 

preference, been diffused so widely, that she deserves to be called pre-eminently the saint of the British 

Isles; for churches have been consecrated to her memory throughout England and Scotland, in the Isle of 

Man, and especially in the Hebrides. Her remembrance, however, was in no place cherished with more 
fond assiduity than at Kildare in Ireland, where a sacred fire kindled by her own hands was kept 

perpetually burning, and according to Giraldus Cambrensis had not been extinguished for six hundred 

years. Her death is supposed to have happened about A. D. 525, and the first of February was held as a 

festival in her honour. 

 

St Dwynwen 
 

Dwynwen, the founder of a church in Anglesey called Llanddwynwen or Llanddwyn. By the Welsh bards 

she has been considered the patron saint of lovers. Her commemoration occurs on the twenty fifth of 

January. 

 
St Non 

 

Non, the daughter of Gynyr, was married to Sandde the son of Ceredig ab Cunedda; and the following 

religious edifices have been dedicated to her memory:—Dan Uwch Aeron, a church in Cardiganshire; 

Llannon, a chapel under Pembre, Carmarthenshire, St. Nun's chapel in the parish of St. David's, 

Pembrokeshire; and Llannon, formerly a chapel under Llansanffraid, Cardiganshire; all of which are 
situated in the immediate neighbourhood of churches ascribed to St. David. The festival of St. Non was 

kept on the third of March. 

 

                                                           
40

 A manuscript cited in the Myv. Archaic-logy, Vol. II. p. 51. 

41
 "O rieni Yscotiaid," meaning of course the Scots of Ireland. 


