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For Further Information 
 

 

Sisters of Nazareth General Archive: Nazareth House, Hammersmith Road, London, W6 8DB 
 

Telephone: 020 8600 6846 - Enquiries by post preferred 
 

 

St Dyfrig’s Parish Homepage: http://www.pontypriddrcdeanery.org.uk/churches/treforest.html 

To contact the parish:  Telephone UK  01443 402 439 / International Dialling  +44  1443 402 439 

 In writing: St Dyfrig’s Presbytery, Broadway, Treforest, PONTYPRIDD. CF37 1DB  (Wales, UK) 

By email: Use the contact page at http://www.pontypriddrcdeanery.org.uk/churches/treforest/contact.html and  

  please ensure you enter your email address correctly, or we will be unable to reply to you. 

  

http://www.pontypriddrcdeanery.org.uk/churches/treforest.html
http://www.pontypriddrcdeanery.org.uk/churches/treforest/contact.html


Dear Reverend Leyshon, 

Re: Treforest Nazareth House 

 

Thank you for your enquiry about Treforest Nazareth House. The historical information I have found in the 

archive here varies somewhat from the accounts you enclosed with your letter. 

 

St. Michael’s Home, Treforest was originally a diocesan orphanage run as a Poor Law School. The property 

was acquired by the then diocese of Newport in 1887 on a 99 year lease with money mainly provided by the 

diocese, but with a substantial contribution from Lord Bute. While under diocesan ownership and 

management, St. Michael’s Home was run by a Catholic lady, Miss Morgan, with the help of a few 

companions belonging to the third order of St. Dominic. As they advanced in years these ladies found it 

increasingly difficult to cope, and on 1st September 1905 the home was taken over, at the request of the 

Bishop of Newport, John Cuthbert Hedley OSB, by the Sisters of Nazareth. 

 

St. Michael’s had been home to both boys and girls, but whilst the boys remained at Treforest Nazareth 

House, in November 1905 the girls were transferred to Cardiff Nazareth House. 

 

Initially, the Superior of Cardiff Nazareth House, Mother Lucy Burden, took charge of the new foundation 

at Treforest. I have not been able to find out how long she remained there. The next record I have found 

indicates that during 1907 Mother Mary Aidan Maher took over as Superior, followed by Mother Mary 

Laurentius Reid in 1913. In 1919 Mother St. Mildred O’Keefe was appointed Superior and her successor in 

1922 was Mother Mary Rita Coakley. 

 

On 24th March 1924 the Sisters purchased a property called “Glanyrafon” in Sketty, Swansea. Some work 

was undertaken here before the Sisters and boys moved from Treforest on 22”’ September 1924. At this time 

the Treforest property was given back to the diocese. 

 

Then, on 24th June 1930 Murton Grange, Bishopston, Swansea was purchased, and during the following 

three years a new Nazareth House was built on this site. The Sisters and boys moved to Bishopston from 

Sketty during June 1933, and the Sketty property was eventually sold on 25th February 1935. 

 

In the archive here at Hammersmith we hold the Children’s registers, and some other record books, from 

September 1905 until the closure of the Children’s Home in July 1981. We also have a list of boys who were 

at St. Michael’s when the Sisters took over.  

 

All enquiries about children who were at the home should be sent (by post rather than e-mail or 

‘phone) to me at the archive, and I [Christine Hughes] will do my best to reply as quickly as possible. 


